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Volunteers Needed!

Feb 10-11, 2001
Call or email Richard, VE3UNW

295-0513 or ve3unw@rac.ca
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Club Information

The Ottawa Amateur Radio Club, Inc. (OARC).  Is an
association of Radio Amateurs devoted to the promotion of interest
in Amateur Radio communications in the National Capital Area;
and to the advancement and achievement of club members.

Regular Meetings of the OARC Inc., are held on the first
Wednesday of each month (except July and August) in the Keefer
Room (2nd floor of the Old Teacher’s College) of the Regional
Municipality of Ottawa Carleton Head Quarters complex on Lisgar
Street.  Meetings commence  at approximately 19:30 hours.  Further
details about each meeting is elsewhere in this publication.

Executive Meetings of the OARC. Inc., are normally held on the
second Wednesday of each month at 19:30 hours.  Contact the
President to confirm the date, time and place of the next meeting.

NET’s of Interest

The Capital City FM Net meets every Monday at 20:00 hours on
the club repeater VE2CRA to pass traffic and to make
announcements of interest to amateurs in the National Capital
Region.

The SWAP Net is a service provided and conducted by Dan
Reardon, VE3GUU.  This feature appears on the Capital City FM
Net.  To list items and make inquiries, call Dan Reardon at
721-3339, ve3guu@igs.net. Also available on the web:
http://www.igs.net/~swap

The POT-HOLE NET is a SSB/HF net sponsored by the Ottawa
Valley Mobile Radio Club and is conducted every Sunday at 10:00
hours on 3.760 Mhz.  All amateurs are welcome to check in.

The POT-LID CW NET is an informal slow-speed CW net
sponsored and conducted by Ed Morgan, VE3GX, and meets every
Sunday, except during July and August, at 11:00 hours on 3.620
Mhz, to promote interest in CW and CW procedures.

The QCWA Chapter 70  NET every Thursday evening at 2000 hrs
local time. Repeater VE3TEL 147.03-- You do not have to be a
QCWA member to check into this Net. 

The 2M SSB net is sponsored by the West Carleton ARC. Look for 
it every Tuesday night (except the first Tuesday of the month)
around 21:00 on 144.250.  It is very informal and vertical
polarization is encouraged.

Club Repeaters

Voice (VHF) 146.94/146.34      100 Hz output tone
(UHF) 443.300/448.300

Packet 147.07(sx) For QSO and Packet BBS.
Packet 56 kbps 220.55/433.55
East of Ottawa 145.69(sx)
Ottawa Centre 145.07(sx)
Hull 145.05(sx)
West of Ottawa 145.03(sx)
South of Ottawa 144.91(sx)
Nepean 145.59(sx)
West Carleton 144.97(sx)

For further information, please contact the Repeater Chair.

OARC Inc. Memberships

•Individual Membership is available for $20.00
•Family Membership is available for $25.00
•New Hams just licensed may qualify for free membership,
contact the membership Chair.
•Junior Memberships - To encourage young people to join the
club and to participate in amateur radio, the club is opening a
junior class of membership.  Dues will be at 50% discount but the
junior member must pick up his/her copy of the Groundwave
(preferably at the meeting).

Club Web Sites

http://www.oarc.net Main Club site
http://ontario.aprs.net APRS site
http://hydra.carleton.ca High speed packet radio site
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January Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the OARC General Meeting- January 3, 2000 -
Richmond Room Ottawa City Hall

(The Richmond Room will also be the site of the February
and March meetings) 

The meeting was called to order by President George
(VE3BNO) at 7:40. 

Following warm wishes and best of the season from
George, he pointed out that this was the first meeting of
the OARC in the new Ottawa City Hall. Obviously, quite
moved by the significance of the event and wishing a
memorial of the occasion to remain, George passed around 
a sign-up sheet so that the names and calls of all those
present would be appended to the minutes and remain
with us forever. Members clearly sharing George’s
sentiment signed the sheet with enthusiasm (some with
even a flourish), taking less than 10 minutes to circulate
the room.

The good news concerning Oscar 40 (Phase 3D) that we
heard last month was not so good this time. While we
didn’t have Clare (VE3NPC) to fill us in on the details (he
wasn’t there, check the list accompanying the minutes),
George stepped in with a report to the effect that technical 
glitches have affected the satellite. All is not yet lost and
there is hope that fixes or work arounds can be affected.
(Note from your Minute Taker: The AMSAT press release
from January 8, 2001 quoting the AMSAT President,
stated, “Personally, I am optimistic and I believe that the
command-and engineering team stand a good chance of
turning AO-40 into an extremely useful amateur radio
satellite.” Stay tuned , this is obviously an evolving story.)

Turning to better things, George reported that VA3RAC
was operated the entire 24 hours during the Winter
Contest in December. As is usual, OARC members
participated in the station’s operation. Many good
contacts were made.

With winter here, thoughts are turning to the Ski
Marathon (mid February) and Harrie  (VE3HYS) and
Richard (VE3UNW) are looking for volunteers. Those who 
are interested can give these chaps a call.

Members heard reports from Treasurer Liz (VA3ELB) 
and Membership Director Tom (VA3WTJ).  

George reminded members that there would be lots to
keep one busy in front of the radio in January,
including, a RTTY Contest, a CW QSO Party, the
ARRL VHF Sweeps and CQ’s 160 Metre Contest. 

Our Vice President, Dave (VE3AV) introduced our
guest speaker for the evening, Marc (VA3DRV) who
updated the members on the many new developments
occurring in the world of APRS. The OARC’s roving
APRS ambassador to North America had a number of
demonstration stations set up. A lively Q & A session
ensued. (Thanks Marc, you are one reason why
Ottawa and particularly the OARC is a hotbed of
APRS activity.)

Taking the opportunity, while still enjoying the floor,
Marc indicated that he was planning on a Spring
APRS Summit, building on the success of last year. It
will probably be held in April. Also Marc, as Net
Manager, announced that he is looking for Net
Controllers for Monday nite’s Capital City FM Net.
Anyone interested should see a member of the
Executive. (It’s a lot of fun, can be done in the comfort
of one’s own shack and hardly takes any time at all.)

Bryan (VE3ZRK) had brought some wire and
magazines, free for the taking.

George reminded members that OARC member Doug
Leach (VE3XK) is seeking election as RAC’s Ontario
North Director. RAC members should have received
their ballots by this point.

As the final event of the evening, Greg (VE3YTZ, your 
minute taker) won the evening’s 50/50 draw, taking
home $21. With that George wound up the evenings
festivities, reminding members that the February and 
March meetings will be also held in the Richmond
Room. 
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Radio Amateurs of Canada

All News below is received from Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) bulletin service.  Readers may subscribe to this service, visit the RAC website at
www.rac.ca for more information.  Guy Charron VA3FZA Bulletin Editor.  Email: va3fza@rac.ca Packet: va3fza@ve3kyt 

RAC Bulletin 00-101E Ontario SM re-elected
Date: December 7, 2000 

Robert (Rob) McKenzie, VE3SJQ was recently re-elected
Section Manager for a two-year term that will begin on
March 1, 2001 in the Ontario Section.

Rob ran unopposed, eliminating the need for a balloted
election.

RAC Bulletin 01-002E
RAC Announces ARISS School Contact Program
Date: January 5, 2001

Following the recent ARISS meeting at Goddard Space
Flight centre, RAC is now encouraging Canadian
amateurs to help set up  radio contacts between school
children  and astronauts on the  International Space
Station.

These contacts will be made when there are astronauts
who are also  radio amateurs on the ISS. For the time
being, the astronauts  will  use two metre fm transceivers.

To participate, amateurs and teachers must work together 
to prepare a proposal and fill out an application form.

Daniel Lamoureux VE2KA, the RAC representative on
the ARISS school selection committee, will collect the
proposals and participate  in the selection process.

Similar contacts are being set up for schools in Japan,
Russia, the  USA, and several countries in Europe.

Details of how schools will be selected for the contacts can
be found  on the ARISS pages of this web site.

http://www.rac.ca/ariss.htm

RAC Bulletin 01-003
IC issues 5 wpm Gazette Notice
Date: January 5, 2001

Industry Canada has issued the long awaited Gazette 
Notice indicating their intent to amend Radio Information  
Circular RIC-2, to:  “Grant Full Operating Privileges in all 
Amateur Radio Frequency Bands Below 30 MHz to
Amateur Radio  Operators Holding a 5 word per minute
(w.p.m.) Morse Code Qualification”.

The purpose of the Gazette Notice is to give all Canadians 
an opportunity to comment on the proposed changes. 

Comments should be sent to Industry Canada within 60
days.

The full notice can be found on the Industry Canada Web
site at: http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/SSG/sf05327e.html

An unofficial copy is available on the RAC web site at
http://www.rac.ca/12wpm.htm

RAC Bulletin 01-007E 
On Air Events Reminder

February

3-4   Vermont QSO Party 
3-4   New Hampshire QSO Party
3-4   10-10 Inter. Winter Contest, SSB
3     Minnesota QSO Party
3-5   YL-OM Contest, CW
3-5   Delaware QSO Party
3-5   Mexico RTTY International Contest
4     North American Sprint, Phone
10-11 CQ/RJ WW RTTY WPX Contest
10    Asia-Pacific Sprint, CW
10-11 Dutch PACC Contest
10-12 YL-OM Contest, SSB
10    FISTS Winter Sprint
10-11 RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest, CW
11    North American Sprint, CW
11    QRP ARCI Winter Fireside SSB Sprint

February 1 to February 28, 2001 Special Event Call Sign
VA7A has been authorized to be used by the Beaver
Valley Radio Amateur Club between February 1 and
February 28, 2001 to commorate the Radio Wave
Reception Testings by Marconi’s Engineers in the Trail,
B.C. area in July, 1929. 
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News from Near and Far

ONTARIO QSO PARTY - ON NEW WEEKEND!

The Ontario QSO Party, Canada’s third largest
amateur radio contest will be shifting from the last
weekend of April to the third full weekend of April
starting in 2001.

So, the 5th Annual Ontario QSO Party will take
place from starting at 1800 UTC on Saturday, April
21st to 1800 UTC on Sunday, April 22nd, 2001.

We would very much appreciate you passing this
along to your club members via your newsletters,
club nets, meetings etc.

For further information you can visit the Ontario
QSO Party section of the ODXA website at
http://www.odxa.on.ca/oqphome.htm

Also, there is an Ontario QSO Party e-mail reflector 
that any ham can join by sending a “blank” e-mail
to oqp-subscribe@egroups.com.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas, Season’s
Greetings and the Happiest of New Years!

73, Bob Chandler, VE3SRE
Grid FN03
Part of “Team Zone 2"
Contest Manager, Ontario QSO Party
ve3sre@rac.ca
http://www.qsl.net/ve3sre

FT-817 Aluminum Enclosure 

 The response to my earlier proposal regarding a
replacement aluminum  enclosure for the Yaesu
FT-817 transceiver generated some positive 
responses, but not enough.  Fourteen said
“definitely yes”  to the proposal to buy the
replacement enclosure for $40 plus shipping.  
Twelve expressed various degrees of “maybe.” 
There are some FT-817 owners out there for whom
the weight-saving difference between steel and
aluminum is  significant  enough to spend that
money, but the number is small compared  to the
whole group of FT-817 owners.

In the process, some new ideas  emerged which I
think will appeal to a much larger number of
operators.   Provision for a larger battery pack was
mentioned; I think the most useful idea was to
produce an aluminum enclosure which will also
accommodate  the LDG Z-11 Auto Tuner or the
Emtech ZM-2 manual ATU, which many FT-817 
owners have purchased  or are waiting to receive. 
The Z-11 parts kit is $119; the kit plus  enclosure is
$145; an assembled and tested unit with enclosure
is $179.  All  three are currently backordered
according to the  www.ldgelectronics.com website. 
The completed parts kit weighs 4.2 ounces or 119
grams.  An even lighter and less expensive
alternative would be an enclosure designed to
accommodate the Emtech ZM-2 manual ATU,
which costs $50 postpaid, and is available for
immediate shipment.  See www.emtech.steadynet.com 

Here’s what I propose:
1) I will sell professionally manufactured
replacement aluminum TOP  enclosures which are
not only lighter weight, but also re-center the
speaker holes so they are congruent with the actual
speaker.  They will be painted a neutral light tone,
probably the same as the Ten-Tec OMNI VI+, so
that the enclosure will not absorb so much heat in
the hot sun.  Price for each enclosure top:  $20 plus
shipping.  Please respond by sending me an e-mail
with one of the following in the subject line:

FT-817 Aluminum Enclosure Top: Definitely Yes
FT-817 Aluminum Enclosure Top: Maybe
FT-817 Aluminum Enclosure Top: Definitely No

You’re also welcome to add a message, but you don’t 
have to. If fifty or more respond “definitely yes,”
then the project is a go.  Otherwise, I’ll drop it.

2) The field remains open, then, for somebody else
to design and manufacture a replacement
aluminum BOTTOM enclosure, preferably one
which will accommodate the LDG Z-11 Auto Tuner
board or the Emtech ZM-2 manual ATU and
controls and sockets, and perhaps other goodies.

Please respond by Friday, February 2nd.

72/73, Bruce Prior N7RR in Blaine, Washington
n7rr@arrl.net
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Dec 5 2000 oops.. now Dec 12

Only 13 shopping days till Christmas (By the time
you read this, I guess it will be about 350 or so.  I just 
got the November CW Sweepstakes log into the mail
today.. I hope it is on time.  - Never quite got around
to the SSB version.   

There was a bunny hunt scheduled for the same time
as the repeater council  meeting on the 26th, but it
got pushed back a week due to freezing rain.  I still
didn’t manage to get to the repeater council meeting
scheduled for the same day, choosing instead to lie
down under a donor vehicle in ice water, to extract
parts we could use on the van. 

A bunch of us did manage to get out of town for the 
ARRL 160m CW contest.  Conditions were only fair,
but we had fun, and only had to spend token amounts 
of time putting antennas up in the token amounts of
snow.  Last year we were first multi-op single TX in
Quebec.  Maybe this year someone else will send in
an entry.

If you remember from the last column, I have been
bitten by the QRP bug, first from the bike, now at
home.  After the tough sledding of my early ham
career with low power and crummy antennas, I never 
thought I would voluntarily go back to it.  Funny how 
things change, given enough time.

Another of the “Spartan Sprints” (QRP mini contests) 
went by on Dec 4.  That was my third attempt at the

contest, and each time, I seem to make five contacts
in the hour that I operate.  Always different people,
always different parts of North America (no “DX”
yet)  Now that it is getting cold and snowy out,
maybe I will do something about the antenna. 
Anyway, in the first attempt, it was surprising to me 
how closely a bunch of  5(and under!) watt signals
could be packed without getting in each others way.  
Of course, like everyone else who doesn’t do much
QRP (until now), I was surprised by how
consistently the signals were good enough to  work
on a regular basis.  Now (after three months) I’m an
old hand at this stuff, so I’m only surprised when I
hear the milliwatters come out of the noise for a
quick 559 (the QRP equivalent of the QRO
contesters constant 599) and 72 (the lower powered 
version of the standard 73).  Listen for them (us) on
the first Monday of the month (yes, even January 1), 
especially around 7040 and 14060. Start time is
21:00L / 02:00Z

After all that, I ended up spending the weekend of
the 10m contest doing weekday type chores instead
of contesting.  This usually means record setting
band conditions, but the laundry has to get done
sometime..  One year, just for a change, I’d like to
try to get the basement / winter construction
projects finished (started maybe) during the winter.  
Stay tuned.. we’ll see.

72 ..mk       VE3FFK

( 72??  Oh well, 73 Mike, Editor)

mk’s words
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Meeting Schedule

February 2001 Canadian Ski Marathon - Ed Strange VE2MPP

March 2001 Maximizing use of the modern transceiver - 
Sheldon Harvey VE2SHW

April 2001 Home brew night

May 2001 Modern cellphone & wireless web - (tentative)

June 2001 TBA

OARC

The next meeting of the OARC will be held Wednesday, February 7th at 19:30  at RMOC headquarters.  111
Lisgar (at Elgin). 

WCARC

The next meeting of the WCARC will be held Tuesday, February 6th at 19:30 at the IGS office of Internet World
Domination. (Branch Office)

Next Meeting
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OARC has First Meeting in New City Hall!

In Recognition of those Attending the OARC’s First Meeting at Ottawa City Hall, the Ottawa Amateur Radio
Club, Incorporated salutes:

VA3CDD Dean Denter
VA3DRV Marc Pichette (our Speaker for this evening)
VA3ELB Liz Johnson
VA3JBS John Senez
VA3KA Ken Asmus
VA3KPP Keith Poore
VA3NGK Norman Kummer
VA3OEB Ernie Brown
VA3TCG Tom Gowe
VA3UNK Harold Hamilton
VA3WTJ Tom Johnson
VE3ANO Al Oldfield
VE3AV Dave Parks
VE3BNO George Roach (our President)
VE3BZR Roger Swickis
VE3CBJ Clayton Jenkins
VE3CV Ken Willing
VE3EPB Peter Bennet
VE3FFK Mike Kelly
VE3FXG Bill Roy
VE3HSY Harrie Jones
VE3IHI Rick Furnis
VE3KMV David Harris
VE3PC PaulCampbell
VE3YTZ Greg Danylchenko
VE3ZRK Bryan Campbell
VE3ZTV Alan MacPhee
VE3ZZJ Guy Juneau



BML Communications
(a division of Bytown Marine Limited)

5 Corvus Court, Nepean, ON, K2E 7Z4
Tel:  613-723-8424  Fax:  613-723-0212
Email:  gwalker@bml.ca
Web:  www.bml.ca

Introductory
price $1275

Save $25 with
this Ad!*

* Everybody likes fine print, so here it is. 
Head over to Bytown and check it out! 
Offer good until price is lowered!

“The Ottawa Area’s Ham Radio Dealer”

FT-817

HF/VHF/UHF 5-WATT
BACKPACK TRANSCEIVER 

Product Concept: Fully Self-Contained
Battery-Powered Low Power Amateur Transceiver for
Portable/Camping/Mountain top Use.

 TX Frequency Coverage: 160 - 10 Meters, 50 MHz,
144 MHz, 430-450 MHz, plus Alaska Emergency
Channel (5167.5 kHz).

 RX Frequency Coverage: 100 kHz - 56 MHz; 76 Ð 154 
MHz; 420 Ð 470 MHz. (Exact frequency range may be
slightly different)

 Power Output: 5 Watts SSB/CW/FM with 13.8V
External DC; 1.5W AM Carrier. 2.5 Watts SSB/CW/FM
with 9.6V Ni-Cd Pack or 8 “AA” batteries (AM: 0.7 W);
Up to 5 W SSB/CW/FM power (max.) programmable via
Menu on Ni-Cd/AA cells.

 Operating Modes: USB, LSB, CW, AM, FM, W-FM,
Digital (AFSK), Packet (1200/9600 FM). 

 Digital Modes:  RTTY, PSK31-U, PSK31-L, and User
defined USB/LSB (SSTV, Pactor, etc.).

 Case Size: 5.31" x 1.5" x 6.5" (WHD)

 Weight: 2.6 lb (w/Alkalines & Antenna, w/o Mic.).


