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2001 saw me re-enter the hobby of Amateur Radio after an absence
of almost 15 years. Not much has really changed in that time except
the marrying of Amateur Radio and the Internet through the IRLP,
new TTY style communications with PSK31 et al, and the combin-
ing of two powerful Canadian Amateur organizations, the CRRL
and CARF, into RAC.

As was pointed out at the last OARC meeting, RAC really needs our
support. Every one of you who reads this bulletin should make an
effort this year to either join RAC, if you are not already a member,
or convince someone who isn’t a member to join. ARRL in the
States and RAC in Canada form a very impressive lobby when
fighting for the privileges we take for granted. We won’t have them
for long unless we fully support both organizations.

Resolve for 2002 to join RAC and continue the support it needs.

Joining ARRL isn’t a bad idea either.                       VE3EV
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Club Information                              
The Ottawa Amateur Radio Club Inc. is an association of Radio Ama-
teurs devoted to the promotion of interest in Amateur Radio communica-
tions in the National Capitol Area and to the advancement and achievement
of club members.

Regular Meetings of the OARC Inc. are held on the first Wednesday of
each month (except July and August) in the Richmond Room (2nd floor of
the Old Teacher's College) of Ottawa City Hall (formerly Regional Munici-
pality of Ottawa Carleton Headquarters) on Lisgar Street. Meetings com-
mence at approximately 19:30 hours. Further details about each meeting is
elsewhere in this publication.

Executive Meetings of the OARC Inc. are normally held on the second
Wednesday of each month at 19:30 hours. Contact the President to confirm
the date, time and place of the next meeting.

The CAPITOL CITY FM Net meets every Monday at 20:00 hours on the club repeater VE2CRA to pass traffic
and to make announcements of interest to Amateurs in the National Capitol Region.

The SWAP Net is a service provided and conducted by Dan Reardon, VE3GUU. This feature appears on the
Capitol City FM Net. To list items and make inquiries, call Dan Reardon at 731-3339 or email him at
ve3guu@igs.net. Also available on the web: http://www.igs.net/~swap

The POT-HOLE Net is a SSB/HF net sponsored by the Ottawa Valley Mobile Radio Club and is conducted
every Sunday at 10:00 hours on 3.760 MHz. All amateurs are welcome to check in.

The POT-LID CW Net is an informal slow-speed CW net sponsored and conducted by Ed Morgan, VE3GX, and
meets every Sunday, except during July and August, at 11:00 hours on 3.620 MHz, to promote interest in CW and
CW procedures.

The QCWA CHAPTER 70 Net meets every Thursday evening at 20:00 hours  on repeater VE3TEL, 147.03 You
do not have to be a QCWA member to participate.

The 2M SSB Net is sponsored by the West Carleton ARC. Look for it every Tuesday night (except the first Tues-
day of the month) around 21:00 on 144.250. It is very informal and verticle polarization is encouraged.

Voice   (VHF)   146.94/146.34   100Hz output tone
           (UHF) 443.300/448.300
IRLP  Node 204     146.94/146.34  (VE2CRA/VE3RC)

Packet 147.07(sx) For QSO and Packet BBS
Packet 56 BPS 220.55/443.44
East Of Ottawa 145.69(sx)
Ottawa Centre 145.07(sx)
Hull 145.05(sx)
West of Ottawa 145.03(sx)
South of Ottawa 144.91(sx)
Nepean 145.59(sx)
West Carleton 144.97(sx)

For further information please contact the Repeater Chair.
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Please support your
 local radio organizations.

They support you!

The Ottawa Amateur Radio Club
bulletin “Groundwave” is pub-
lished and distributed to club
members by mail. Publication
dates may vary but it is hoped
that the bulletin arrives at its
destination before the events
listed in it have expired. The bul-
letin is not published for July and
August when meetings do not oc-
cur. Every effort is made to pro-
vide accurate information in the
bulletin, however we are all hu-
man and mistakes can be made.
The OARC accepts no responsi-
bility for any damages that may
result from this. The opinions
expressed in n this bulletin are
only those of  the  author.

Articles may be
submitted for use in this publica-
tion provided that they portray
events or activities that promote
Amateur Radio. Letters and com-
ments are also welcome. Submis-
sions may be made by mail ad-
dressed to the Editor care of the
OARC, or by email to
“editor@oarc.net”. Deadline for
submissions occurs on the last
Monday of the month preceding

VE3TEN
Tuning in the beacon so
that it makes sense re-
quires you tune to
28.175 on cw and read
the tone that is there .
The spaces between the
elements are the higher
tone. If that doesn’t
work, tune to 28.175.28
on lower sideband for
better results.
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Minutes of the OARC General
Meeting

 December 5th, 2001

he meeting was called to order by the President George VE3BNO at
19:30. He announced that membership lists were available at the front of
the room. There were thirty two in attendance, including two visitors:
Larry VE3LAB and Rene VE3JKR.

Cary VE3EV announced there was a problem with the file size of the
Groundwave this month so electronic delivery to the executive did not
occur. Paper copies were made available. He also apologized for an error
in the date for the current meeting. Those of us in attendance had obvi-
ously not noticed!

The minutes from the previous meeting were read by George VE3BNO.
They were approved as read.

George announced there had been a Silent Key. Guy Juneau VE3ZZJ, a
member of our club, had passed away in early November. George an-
nounced that the Capital City Net is held every Monday evening at 20:00
local time on VE2CRA. He thanked those who's dedication has kept it
running. They are: Dave VE3AV, Greg VE3YTZ, Bill VA3WMH, Mike
VE3FFK, Sidney VE3GVI, Bruce VE3MJV, Al VE3ZTU, and the Swap
Net host Dan VE3GUU.

Congratulations were given to participants of  Field Day 2001. Our club
ranked  5th out of 25 Canadian entries in the 2A category.

A request was made for anyone interested in operating the station at RAC
Headquarters for the "RAC Winter Contest" on December 30. The contest
will run for 24 hours from 19:00 ET on Saturday to 19:00 ET on Sunday.
There are two operating positions. Anyone interested can contact George
via email at ve3bno@rac.ca or RAC Headquarters at rachq@rac.ca.

Clare VE3NPC updated the club on Oscar 40. It will be shut down due to
lack of power arising from an eclipse for a period from January to April
2002. Some discussion ensued as to why.

The Ski Marathon will take place on February 9-10, 2002. Harrie
VE3HYS will be organizing the volunteers and collection of equipment
for radio communications. Anyone interested can contact him at
ve3hys@rac.ca.

The Ottawa Motocross Rally on January 12, 2002 requires four amateurs
to man some checkpoints. Time for this event is from 21:00 to midnight.
Information can be seen on their site at www.mco.org.  Anyone interested
in helping, please contact Mike at ve3ffk@rac.ca.

Treasurer's report was presented by Liz VA3ELB. The club's finances are
fine.

 President George VE3BNO  requested additional project funding outside
our budgeted  amount  this year for the IRLP project. Cary VE3EV  suc-
cessfully got this project up and running on VE2CRA. The project did
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incur some expenses aside from several donations from Cary's stash. An
amount of $600 was requested to cover these expenses. The motion was
made by George VE3BNO. After some discussion, the motion was sec-
onded by Ken VE3CV and passed by  members in attendance.

Membership chairperson Tom VA3WTJ announced a total of 83 mem-
bers.  Of this number there were 73 single and 10 family . Twenty-six
previous members have not yet renewed. December was the last month
for these people to receive The Groundwave.

Dave VE3AV  introduced our speaker for the evening, Doug Leach
VE3XK, Director for Ontario North with Radio Amateurs of Canada.
Dave outlined Doug's credentials, both in his professional and  amateur
radio careers.

Doug proceeded with a very informative presentation on Radio Ama-
teurs of Canada, its position as an official voice when dealing with In-
dustry Canada and international groups,  its organization and structure,
and the functions and duties of the many volunteer positions. He also
helped us recognize the need for a national organization,  plus appreci-
ate the service Radio Amateurs of Canada provides, not only to its
members but all Canadian amateurs.

Doug outlined that contributions to  the Defence of Amateur Radio
Fund (DARF) provides funding for Canadian Amateur Radio delegates
to attend World Radio Conferences.

A brief discussion followed with questions concerning life member-
ships in RAC . Anyone who would like to discuss this with Doug can
do so a ve3xk@rac.ca.

Sites of interest:
     www.rac.ca,    www.igs.net/~ve3xk, http://www.rac.ca/~darf/

George thanked Doug for his interesting and informative presentation.
Announcements:

The Christmas edition of the Wise Owl net to be run by Sidney
VE3GVI on December 25 at 09:00 ET on VE3TWO repeater.
The OVMRC Christmas Variety Show is to be held on December 13 at
20:00 at the Canada Museum of Science and Technology.

After a short coffee break, Cary VE3EV reported on IRLP. The equip-
ment is more stable now but still in need of  work to make the audio
clearer. A radio has been donated by Graham VE3GGW from Bytown
Marine to assist with the IRLP site. There are presently 260 nodes but
their numbers increase daily. Cary is willing to attend meetings of other
clubs to give them any information they may need on IRLP. He encour-
ages everyone to try it. Disrupted internet access at his site is the major
snag that may arise until it is resolved by his ISP. Use  is not restricted
to members of the OARC but he is hoping interest will encourage those
not already members to consider doing so.

George VE3BNO then announced it was  time to present the Joe Nor-
ton Award to the successful candidate this year. He briefly discussed
the selection process for this award. He then announced that the recipi-
ent for 2001 was Harold Hamilton VA3UNK. George presented Harold
with a plaque  and a cheque for $500.
New business was introduced regarding the next Bunny Hunt to be held
on January 5, 2002. It will be organized  by Mike VE3FFK, winner of
the hunt on December 1.
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From: RAC Headquarters
Date: December 16, 2001

Subject: New SM for AB NWT NU

Due to personal reasons, Alan Faint
VE6QQ will be stepping down from
the position of Section Manager for AB, NWT andNU
on December 31, 2001. Thomas Martens, VE6TRM,
has been appointed complete the balance of his term
which will end June 30, 2003.

From: RAC Headquarters
Date: December 18, 2001

On Air Events Reminder

January, 2002

1 AGB NYSB Contest
1 SARTG New Year RTTY Contest

5-6 AGCW QRP Winter Contest
5-6 ARRL RTTY Roundup

11-13 Japan Int. DX Contest, 160-40m
12 Midwinter Contest, CW
12-13 North American QSO Party, CW
13 NRAU-Baltic Contest, CW/SSB
13 Midwinter Contest, Phone
13 DARC 10-Meter Contest

December 12, 2001 to January 12, 2002

Special Event Call Sign VD1GM has been authorized to be used by
Mr. Joe Craig VO1NA, to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
Guglielmo Marconi's first Transatlantic wireless transmission. This
authority is valid from December 12, 2001 to January 12, 2002.

December 12, 2001 to February 12, 2002
A Special Event Prefix has been authorized to be used by all Canadian
Radio Amateurs to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Guglielmo
Marconi's first Transatlantic wireless transmission. This special event
prefix is sponsored by Radio Amateurs of Canada.

Special Event Prefixes assigned to this special event will be:
VX for VE's
VG for VA's
XJ for VO's
XK for VY's
This authority is valid from December 12, 2001 to February 12,
2002.

A request was made for information regarding FT200 radios. If anyone
can assist, please contact va3elb@rac.ca and it will be forwarded to the
person requesting the info.

The next meeting of the Ottawa Amateur Radio Club will be held  at
19:30 on January 9, 2002 ( the second Wednesday in January), at Ottawa
City Hall.

The recipient of the $21 50/50 draw  was Gord VE3XGP. Winner of the
RAC Operating Manual generously donated by Radio Amateurs of
Canada  was Liz VA3ELB.

Meeting was adjourned.

Minutes compiled by Liz VA3ELB.

From: RAC Headquarters

Date: December 30, 2001

Subject: VE1OZ New RAC Atlantic Director

Effective January 1, 2002, John Bartlett, VE1OZ,
has been appointed by the RAC Board of Directors
to fill the unexpired January-December 2002 term of Atlantic Region Di-
rector, Bill Gillis, VE1WG, recently elected to the office of RAC Presi-
dent.

John has been a licensed Radio Amateur since 1961 and resides with his
wife Roci in the Halifax area. He is a member of the Halifax and Dart-
mouth Amateur Radio Clubs. He is also a Life Member of ARRL and
RAC. John recently retired from a senior management position after
thirty-three years with Bell, much of it in international project manage-
ment. He is keen to volunteer his time and ability to RAC. Active on the
air, John looks forward to meeting Atlantic Region Amateurs at upcoming
Club meetings and fleamarkets.

 John can be contacted at ve1oz@rac.ca Phone: 902-832-0443.

Fax: 902-832-2440. Mailing address: 96 Matthew Drive, Hammond
Plains, NS B4B 1T8.

VE3TEN Reception Report

———————————————-

My  name is Mark and located near Edinburgh, Scot-
land, UK. I am a keen radio listener from Long Wave to UHF frequen-
cies. I regularly listen to the 10 meter band especially for beacons. I had
come across your beacon VE3TEN on 28.175 Mhz with interest. Date
of reception was Tuesday 1st Jan 2002 at about 14:00 hrs local time.
Signal was 2-3, radio 3 and was quite constant for an hour or two up
until sunset here. I have attached a mp3 sound sample for you to listen
to. I would appreciate an e-mail QSL to add to my collection.

Regards.

Mark Parker

Set-up :- JRC-535 HF Receiver and Wellbrook magnetic loop antenna
(Indoors at the moment). Also ICOM7000 with discone aerial.
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MK’s WordsMK’s WordsMK’s WordsMK’s Words
ReflectionsReflectionsReflectionsReflections

I ho ho hope Santa made you smile.

It was interesting, but not surprising to see how many hands went up
when Doug, VE3XK asked how many of us at the December meeting are
RAC members.  Does this percentage hold up among members who don't
attend the meetings.  My guess is that it does.  Pat  yourselves on the
back.  Now, see if you can convince some of  the rest to follow your ex-
ample.

 As I write this, we are coming up on the 100th anniversary of Marconi's
reception of a transatlantic wireless signal. It  has been interesting to hear
how the "signal" has been garbled over time.  Some commentators even
refer to it as the 100th  anniversary of the invention of radio, as if all that
work at shorter distances didn't count.  While one can argue that maybe

he didn't hear the famous "S" among the noise, and maybe he  heard the
signal on 80 or 40 metres (with his untuned detector) instead of a wave-
length of hundreds of metres as he expected,  he did stir things up might-
ily.  Looking that far back, it has to be remembered that the concept of
TUNING a radio signal was still to come. In any event, those first dits
across the ocean were an important step on the way of taking radio out of
the realm of scientific  curiosity and into the mainstream.  This planet is
now several  times brighter than the sun at some wavelengths as a result of
the work of Mr. Marconi and those who followed him.  -And those  dits
across the ocean continue to this day.  I seem to remember that on the
25th anniversary of the test, it was proposed to  observe two minutes of
radio silence, across the spectrum.  It  was decided that, even back then,
radio had become so much a part of life that it would be too dangerous to
turn it all off, even for a short time.  Maybe one of you can look up the
story and let the rest of us know what happened. Thanks again Gugielmo.

Speaking of dits across the ocean, we (VE3OP,VE3NJ and I) just
wrapped up the ARRL 160m CW contest.  Since I only heard VE2ZP on
once in the entire weekend, I suspect we are in good shape to take Quebec
again.as well as an alarm clock.  There is still an unbeatable thrill about
hearing a string of "R's" coming back indicating a  complete contact with
a station that is 3dB below the level  That isn't the point of the exercise,
just  the icing.  The point is to get together with a bunch of hams  who can
think in CW, and enjoy the thrill of the chase.  Getting called by the rare
DX is all just part of the fun.  My fingers  can send CQ TEST DE VE2OJ
even after I fall asleep, and hearing that call come back in the headphones
wakes me up again at least where you need ESP to read it.  (Yes, they still
get a 599  report, but when someone on the street asks you "How are
you?", you still respond "Fine, thanks" even if you aren't. It is  just the
way the exchange happens.)

One nice thing about the 160m band is that it folds completely in the day-
light.  Once it does, one is free to do other things, like  take a walk around
the lake.  On one such occasion, we renewed our acquaintance with the
other ham on the lake.  He has his basic and advanced, but never quite got
the code. Well, he dropped in on us later that day, just as the sun was set-
ting and the band was waking up again.  He got infected with two viruses

Internet Radio Linking ProjectInternet Radio Linking ProjectInternet Radio Linking ProjectInternet Radio Linking Project

The OARC project has hit a few bumps in the road during the past
month. We had a problem with a defective plug attached to the board
which caused a one or more sessions to be aborted because the audio
and PTT feeds were cut. This along with  having to replace all the ex-
pensive audio plugs with the cheaper plastic versions made this a very
labor intensive month. The expensive plugs didn’t work. The cheap
plastic ones did. Go figure.

The next glitch occurred when I tried to line up the antennas with the
repeater. I can’t see the repeater site from here so I borrowed a compass
alignment unit from the Flying club. This gizmo is used to calibrator
the compass  on an airplane so it should be accurate. I used a map to
determine a heading, which turned out to be 300 degrees magnetic, so I
pointed the antennas to 300 degrees, and added 14 degrees due to the
magnetic variance for Ottawa. A quick call from George, VE3BNO,
pointing out that the signal was poor made me go back and reset the
antenna to 300 degrees without the 14 degree adjustment. Still poor.
Next, with George listening to the signal, I moved the antenna around
until a good signal to the repeater was obtained. It appears that my
“dead reckoning” of the repeater location was better than my map read-
ing and precision magnetic calibration. So much for technology. This
week I will overfly the house and visually line up the antenna.

The third, and most serious glitch, occurred when I was installing the
new audio mixing system. I voltage spike on a 5 volt line toasted 2 IC’s
and a transistor on the IRLP board. I was able to replace all but one
component which made the unit operational except for one thing. IRLP

at the same time, both morse and contesting.  We sat him down in the
loggers position, and he dupe checked and kept the log going by look-
ing at what the  operator was scratching on paper.  After a run of about
a hundred contacts in that first hour, he couldn't wait to get back into
code  practice mode.  Even the 50 WPM contest callsign exchanges
didn't  bother him, as he could see that it could be done.  I wouldn't be
surprised to hear him in the January VHF contest, and expect to
conduct a morse exam when we are back up there for the CQ 160m CW
test later that month.

In addition to the Bunny Hunt (transmitter hunt) on Jan 5, there is a car
rally on the following weekend (Jan 12) that needs  our help (contact
me for details).  Then there is the North  American QSO party, a PSK
31 contest, the VHF/UHF contest mentioned above, and the CQ 160m
CW contest, which will bring VE2OJ back on  the air again. Then there
are the RTTY contests like the BARTG. If  you can't find something to
do on the air, you aren't really trying.

I was wondering what amateur radio would feel like if it  had an  "off
season" like golf or hockey.  It was pointed out to me that we tend to
have off years (or decades) rather than seasons. I know I  took several
years off, doing nothing more about ham radio than  renewing my call-
sign.  What would happen if we all took our little pauses from hamster
land at the same time?   I now can't imagine  going more than a week at
the most without my radio fix. (On the other hand, I would love to go
for a week without having to fix a radio, something else entirely)

73.. mk
VX3FFK (For a while longer)



6666

Jan 2002

From DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green Light
 More Equipment I Have Loved and  More Equipment I Have Loved and  More Equipment I Have Loved and  More Equipment I Have Loved and De-De-De-De-

stroyedstroyedstroyedstroyed

           Cary Honeywell VE3EV           Cary Honeywell VE3EV           Cary Honeywell VE3EV           Cary Honeywell VE3EV

One of the problems with today’s technology is that it isn’t intu-
itive enough to understand what you really mean to say. Take spell
checkers for instance. I have found that a good spell checker pro-
gram will fail to discriminate between “ad” and “add” based on
what I meant to say. A good biologically active proof reader is
worth its salt. Sorry. Next time I will look closer.

Nothing will make your day better than a jolt of AC across your
fingers. Unless it is a jolt of DC across your whole body. Any
“Home Brew” artist, or electronic tinkerer knows what I mean.
Much like pilots who take great joy in dissecting the latest plane
crash, an Amateur will describe in great detail and much glee how
a misplaced digit coming in contact with a charged 2000 micro-
farad electrolytic was the highlight of the project. I know. I’ve been
there too.

Carleton University’s Amateur radio club sold me their “Harmonic
Generator”, the club’s home brewed linear amplifier, for what I
considered a reasonable price. This was a rack mounted 813 ampli-
fier with a plate power supply using 2 - 866 rectifiers, a full screen

users calling in from outside our system can call the node. Local users can-
not dial out. The decoder chip, which is made by Mitel, isn’t easy to obtain.
I hope to have one before the meeting, but due to the holidays I can’t
promise.

Everything else seems to be working, and the audio levels are stable and of
good quality. Now I need to make it available.

Some of you may have noticed Ethel. She is the computerized voice that
announces the shutdown and startup of the link. I have set the system up so
that Ethel announces the shutdown of the link 5 minutes before the Capitol
City Net, and then closes it down 1 minute before the net. The node restarts
at 45 minutes after the hour. That prevents the IRLP from interfering with
the net. All the static voice announcements relating to our link are being re-
recorded by Bob Knapp, VE3CDG. He has better “pipes” than I do.

Here are some IRLP nodes that you may be interested in calling.

===================================================
Node Location Type Node Location Type
900 Vancouver` Ref 910 Toronto Ref
920 Denver Ref 921 Raleigh NC Ref
925 Las Vegas Nev Ref 930 Saskatoon Ref
931 Fredericton NB Ref  940 Yellowknife Ref
950 Sydney Austr Ref 100 Vancouver               Link
103 Victoria BC Link 116 Comox BC Link
124 Edmonton Link 129 Calgary Link
136 Saskatoon Link 150  Whitehorse Link
155 Regina Link 165 Winnipeg Link
202 Toronto Link 257 Montreal Link
225 Fredericton Link 230 St Johns Link
203 Charlottetown Link 205 Halifax Link
304 Los Angeles CA Link 308 Honolulu HI Link
321 Los Vegas NV Link 340 Anchorage Alas Link
510 Sheffield GB Link 639 Melbourne Austr Link
690 Christchurch NZ Link 888 McMurdo Sound Link
There are lots more. Check www.irlp.net for details.       VE3EV

The Joe Norton Award
The 2001 Joe Norton Award was presented to
Harold Hamilton, VE3UNK.

Harold passed the Basic and Advanced exams
in April 2000. Since then he has been involved
with public service events, field days, local
clubs, and the local Emergency Radio Group.
Harold participated in other public service
events such as the Canadian Ski Marathon, Car-
leton University Triathion, and the Electrothon.
After enjoying himself on the Canadian Ski Marathon he put together a
Checkpoint Survival Guide so that other Amateurs would have a detailed
reference document for future Marathons. Harold participated in both Field
Day 2000 and 2001 where he met many fellow Amateurs and learned a
great deal about the various operating modes and various configurations.
He has also been a participant in club-sponsored seminars.  Participation in
the SET this year gave Harold an idea of what is involved with emergency
communication and some areas where he could be better prepared for
emergencies.

Harold's interests cover a wide spectrum including digital modes,
antennas, radio and technology integration, public service, and
emergency communications.

Homebrew activities have included building antennas for the vari-
ous radios. His first antenna was a twinlead J-Pole in PVC for
VHF. He used this antenna for the ski marathon. He built a second
antenna for the HF rig. This antenna is a horizontal dipole with
various coils being used for each band one wants to work. The an-
tenna covers 2-30 metres. It is composed of speaker wire, PVC,
and collapsible antennas - the largest piece is less than two feet
long. A future amendment to this antenna will be to incorporate a
40-metre coil. The designer of the antenna told Harold that they are
working on the 80 metre modifications.

His interest has been peaked regarding radio and technology inte-
gration including the Internet Radio Linking Project (IRLP) and
the use of sound cards for encoding and decoding digital radio sig-
nals for APRS, PSK31, SSTV, and other digital modes. A big rea-
son why he initially got into Amateur radio was his interest in pub-
lic service and emergency communications.

Harold intends to work towards getting full operating privileges.
He says "I intend to become more involved with the local EMRG
group. I will continue volunteering for the various public service
events. One such public service event is the Canadian Ski
Marathon - it was quite interesting this past year and it gave me an
opportunity to try a radio/antenna setup in rather harsh conditions."

Congratulations Harold!
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supply and an AM modulator. It weighed more than I did and was about as
tall. Getting it home and into the basement was easy because either Barry,
VE3FPH or Des, VE3FSO, had a car, and I had the basement door. Before
I bought it, they gave me a demonstration of its power. We had only re-
cently given up our 11 metre band to the GRS group but most available
equipment could still load up there. So, too, could the amplifier. Some un-
suspecting soul had left their car outside the club house: the engine run-
ning. The large and long antenna holding down the back trunk gave evi-
dence that this was a “Citizen Bander” as we called them at that time.
(Note: we never had a Citizen Band. That is American. We had the GRS or
General Radio Service which we called the Citizen Band.) Des went out-
side to see what channel the guy was listening to and once found we set to
tuning all the station’s equipment to that channel. Including the amplifier.
One thing about AM. The closer you are the louder it gets. Upon his return
to the car he was greeted with a hearty HELLO! from the assembled multi-
tude. I think his brake fluid completely drained out.

I bought the amplifier on the spot.

Not having a 19” rack cabinet, I settled for installing the beast on a wooden
shelving unit. I acquired some ventilated shielding material which I tacked
onto the shelves around the amplifier. I grounded the case but not the
shield. For may days I worked at getting the amplifier to work, but some-
thing always went bad. My frustration peaked the day I reached for the case
while holding the morse key. It might have been 120 volts AC, or 2500
volts DC, but it didn’t matter. The result was the same. Boy! I didn’t know
muscles could react that quickly.

It took me 2 more years to both disassemble and sell off the amplifier.

It took me less time to get rid of the DX-40. After being banished from 80
metres for a year, I was less than enthusiastic about returning while still
operating this rig. My antenna had changed, and was now tuned to about
3660 and had “real” open line feeders. Not 2 parallel wires spaced by pop-
sicle sticks. Fred Hawkins, VE3KH, lived about 5 blocks away from me.
We had often communicated on CW using only our VFO’s so when I told
him I needed a better rig he suggested I buy his DX-40. The difference here
is that his DX-40 was modified to run 120 watts, not 75. And.. he didn’t
use a VF1. No more harmonics. Good enough for me.

This unit came with an external power supply since the space for the origi-
nal supply was taken up by a second 6146. Also, the original supply would
bake if the rig drew more than 80 watts input. This was convenient as I
could mount the supply on the floor under the bench and turn it on and off
with my feet. Remembering my experience with the harmonic generator I
felt a little better using my rubber soled boots to operate the thing. Since
my main activity was operating nets and building antenna tuners, I was less
likely to electrocute myself. This continued on for about 2 years.

One night, just before net time, I was greeted at the door by a wall of white
smelly smoke. The power supply and committed “Hara Kiri” by consuming
its own electrolytic capacitors. I could not find any replacements so I set,
once again, to finding a rig.

I don’t remember who I got it from, but I acquired a DX-100A. I think,
considering the actual quality of the rig Fred sold me, that it was a step
down. This thing was built like a battleship and, I’m sure, weighed almost
as much. Nonetheless, this was my ideal rig. Big, heavy, old, noisy but
beautiful. I think I might have operated it 5 times before I discovered why

there was a “B” model. Last I saw of it, it was perched on a shelf in
the back of Gord MacIntosh’s store in Chrysler.

Next to make an appearance was the Heathkit Apache. Similar to the
DX-100, it had a better VFO and looked newer. Other than that....

Somewhere along the line I picked up another Hammarlund receiver
and, because I liked big things, I built a console to hold all the equip-
ment. It had a slanted front panel, and an opening underneath where I
could crawl in behind the equipment. This was neat. To add to the
ambiance, I added a record player just to emulate a broadcasting con-
sole similar to one I had worked from when I was a Radio Announcer.

It wasn’t too long afterwards that I ac-
quired the SB-101 transceiver from
someone in Morrisburg and, thus, made
all the big stuff redundant. So I rebuilt
the console and remounted everything. A
lot of it no longer worked, but at least it
looked good. At the same time I also
changed my call sign from VE3EBH to
VE3ARS. This required a change of QSL
card. A friend of mine was an aspiring
artist and so he designed me a card based
on what he perceived my Ham shack
really looked like. I think it was a bit
understated myself.

With the advent of the transceiver, my
days of the “Big Rig” were over. I gave away both Hammerlunds,
traded the Apache to Bob Brookes, VE3CSC (now VE3SC) for a 5”
portable TV set, and acquired a Yaesu linear amp. This amp, unlike
the behemoth's of old, did not sport robust finals. It seemed like 813’s,
811-As and 4X1000s were old style. The new improved equipment
now came with the latest in final tube technology. The 6KD6 horizon-
tal sweep tube. Lining 6 of them up and tying all their grids to ground
could get you 1000 watts PEP, key down for a nanosecond. Or at least
thats what it seemed. Together with an underpowered power supply,
these units could heat the uninsulated basement with ease, although
not for very long. The bangs of exploding components were, however,
just as loud.

One summer night, as I tried to work DX on the lower part of 80 me-
tres, I was startled to see a thunderstorm quickly brewing in the area. I
went outside quickly to see if anything need to be tied down or at least
brought in and was greeted by the clearest, star filled night that I had
ever seen. No lightening. No thunder. Just the noise of me scratching
my head. I returned to the shack and continued my quest for DX.
There was that lightening again. I strained to look out the basement
window but could still see the little dipper. The phone rang. A neigh-
bour had noticed a great deal of electrical activity in the are of my
feedline. Guess it is time to change the insulators.

Next month: 2 metres and a climb down the mountain.     VE3EV
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A Complete Contest Calendar
Courtesy Winnipeg Amateur Radio Club

January

Japan Int. DX Contest, 160-40m                              2200Z  Jan 11
Midwinter Contest, CW                                            1400Z Jan 12
North American QSO Party, CW                            1800Z Jan 12
NRAU-Baltic Contest, CW                                        0530Z Jan 13
NRAU-Baltic Contest, SSB                                       0800Z Jan 13
Midwinter Contest, Phone                                        0800Z Jan 13
DARC 10-Meter Contest                                           0900Z Jan 13
LZ Open Contest, CW                                               1200Z Jan 19
MI QRP January CW Contest                                  1200Z Jan 19
North American QSO Party, SSB                           1800Z Jan 19
ARRL January VHF Sweepstakes                            1900Z Jan 19
CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW                                     2200Z Jan 25
REF Contest, CW                                                       0600Z Jan 26
BARTG RTTY Sprint                                                1200Z Jan 26
UBA DX Contest, SSB                                              1300Z Jan 26
Kansas QSO Party                                                    1800Z Jan 26

February

Vermont QSO Party                                                    0000Z Feb 2
New Hampshire QSO Party                                       0000Z Feb 2
Inter. Winter Contest, SSB                                        0001Z Feb 2
Minnesota QSO Party                                                1400Z Feb 2
YL-OM Contest, CW                                                   1400Z Feb 2
Winter QRP Field Day                                                1400Z Feb 2
Delaware QSO Party                                                   1700Z Feb 2
                                                                                          1300Z Feb 3
Mexico RTTY International Contest                        1800Z Feb 2
North American Sprint, Phone                                  0000Z Feb 3
Six Club 2nd Winter Contest                                     2300Z Feb 8
CQ/RJ WW RTTY WPX Contest                             0000Z Feb 9
Utah QSO Party                                                           0000Z Feb 9
Asia-Pacific Sprint, CW                                              1100Z Feb 9
Dutch PACC Contest                                                  1200Z, Feb 9
YL-OM Contest, SSB                                                 1400Z Feb 9
FISTS Winter Sprint                                                  1700Z Feb 9
RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest, CW                                     2100Z Feb 9
North American Sprint, CW                                      0000Z Feb 10
QRP ARCI Winter Fireside SSB Sprint                  2000Z Feb 10
ARRL School Club Roundup                                     1300Z Feb 11
ARRL Inter. DX Contest, CW                                    0000Z Feb 16
CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB                                      2200Z Feb 22
REF Contest, SSB                                                        0600Z Feb 23
UBA DX Contest, CW                                                 1300Z Feb 23
High Speed Club CW                                                 0900Z Feb 24
                                                                                         1500Z Feb 24
North Carolina QSO Party                                        1700Z Feb 24
CQC Winter QSO Party                                           2200Z Feb 24

VE3TEN Reception Report

Dear OMs,

as my hobby is DXing, I was very pleased to hear the transmission
of
your VE3TEN propagation beacon. My field is mainly bc-DXing
and
utility-DXing (coastal stations, meteo transmissons, aero, military
and ND-beacons), but sometime I send out some reports to Ham-
stations. I am  48 years old. I live in a small village in south-east
Germany, about 30 km from Czechia and 50 km from  Poland. I
work as a programmer. Because I have to look all the day on the
screen of my computer I don't like TV at home . So remains time to
listen to far radio stations. I can give the following details about
my listening to your transmission:

Date:22-Dec-2001
Time: 15.15 UTC
Frequency 28175
Mode: A1A
Signal quality: RST=589
Receiver: german made digital communication receiver KWZ 30
Antenna: active broadband loop ALA1530
Transmission details:
"de ve3ten --- dash---"

I recorded a small piece of your signal with the spectrum analysis
program "spectrogram 50". It shows, that VE3TEN produces a
negative keying about 600 Hz above the nominal QRG.
I hope to hear from you soon, and am yours sincerely. I wish you
and all members of OARC a happy new year 2002 !

73 es gd dx de Matthias Zwoch, Germany

Dr. Matthias Zwoch
D-01477 Arnsdorf
Oberstraße 23a
Germany
zwoch@gmx.de

QTH Arnsdorf 5106N 1400E
Grid JO61XC
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL

Ottawa Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
Box 8873

Ottawa, Ontario
K1G 3J2

O Renewal    O New   O New Ham (FREE if licensed in current membership year)
O Single ($20 ($15 after 1 Feb))   O Family ($25)                 O Junior ($10)

Family Name:__________________________   First Name/Initials: ______________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________ Prov: ____________ Postal Code: ___________

Home Phone: _______________ Work Phone: ________________ ext ________

E-mail address: __________________@_____________________________________
Callsign(s): |_____________| |_____________| |_____________|  Fax: _________________
Qualifications:      O   Basic        O     Advanced       O   Grandfathered

O  5 wpm        O   12 wpm Year Licenced:       __________

Other Family Members                                      

Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|
Qualifications:       O   Basic       O     Advanced        O  Grandfathered

O  5 wpm     O   12 wpm Year Licenced:       __________

Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|
Qualifications:        O   Basic       O    Advanced         O  Grandfathered

O  5 wpm      O   12 wpm Year Licenced:       __________

Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|
Qualifications:         O   Basic       O   Advanced          O  Grandfathered

O   5 wpm     O    12 wpm Year Licenced:       __________

Interests: _____________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

Comments/Suggestions: _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Would you prefer to have a mailed hard copy of the groundwave or an emailed PDF file?

    Mailed Copy   O      Emailed PDF Copy  O      Email Address ____________________________
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