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Check out our Web Page: www.oarc.net 

Oct MEETING                                                                
7:30 Oct 9 , Ottawa City Hall,  Honeywell Room                                       

 

A new year started out with a successful Hamfest 
and a good regular meeting. A new executive is in 
and it will need your support throughout the rest of 
the year. Let us all volunteer to participate in the 
club activities and perhaps mentor younger Hams 
who need a guiding hand.  Why not just bring a 
friend to a meeting. 

With almost 100 members in the club, we should 
be trying to get more people out to the meetings 
and activities. Those of us who have carried the 
torch for the club over many years may be ready to 
pass it on. You can only do so much for so long be-
fore you become jaded and unwilling or unable to 
continue. Life goes on. 

Part of what we do as Amateurs is what we call 
public service. Raising the public’s awareness of 
our hobby should also be a priority. What can we 
do as a club? 

What can you do as a member of the club? 

                                     VE3EV 
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Club Information 
 
The Ottawa Amateur Radio Club Inc. is an association of Radio 
Amateurs devoted to the promotion of interest in Amateur Radio 
communications in the National Capitol Area and to the advancement and 
achievement of club members. 
 
Regular Meetings of the OARC Inc. are held on the second Wednesday 
of each month (except July and August) in the Richmond Room (2nd floor 
of the Old Teacher's College) of Ottawa City Hall (formerly Regional 
Municipality of Ottawa Carleton Headquarters) on Lisgar Street. Meetings 
commence at approximately 19:30 hours. Further details about each 
meeting is elsewhere in this publication. 
 
Executive Meetings of the OARC Inc. are normally held on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 19:30 hours. Contact the President to 
confirm the date, time and place of the next meeting. 

The CAPITOL CITY FM Net meets every Monday at 20:00 hours on the club repeater VE2CRA to pass traffic 
and to make announcements of interest to Amateurs in the National Capitol Region. 
 
The SWAP Net is a service provided and conducted by Dan Reardon, VE3GUU. This feature appears on the 
Capitol City FM Net. To list items and make inquiries, call Dan Reardon at 731-3339 or e-mail him at 
ve3guu@igs.net. Also available on the web: http://www.igs.net/~swap 
 
The POT-HOLE Net is a SSB/HF net sponsored by the Ottawa Valley Mobile Radio Club and is conducted  
every Sunday at 10:00 hours on 3.760 MHz. All amateurs are welcome to check in. 
 
The POT-LID CW Net is an informal slow-speed CW net sponsored and conducted by Ed Morgan, VE3GX, 
and meets every Sunday, except during July and August, at 11:00 hours on 3.620 MHz, to promote interest in CW 
and CW procedures. 
 
The QCWA CHAPTER 70 Net meets every Thursday evening at 20:00 hours  on repeater VE3TEL, 147.03 You 
do not have to be a QCWA member to participate. 
 
The 2M SSB Net is sponsored by the West Carleton ARC. Look for it every Tuesday night (except the first 
Tuesday of the month) around 21:00 on 144.250. It is very informal and vertical polarisation is encouraged. 

Voice   (VHF)      146.94/146.34   100Hz output tone 
           (UHF)        443.300/448.300 
IRLP  Node 204     146.94/146.34  (VE2CRA/VE3RC) 
                                (Code 411 for info) (Code 2040 for activity) 
Packet                   147.07(sx) For QSO and Packet BBS 
Packet 56 BPS      220.55/443.44 
 
For further information please contact the Repeater Chair. 
 
Note:  The IRLP link is connected to Reflector 1, Ref 910 in Toronto, 
from 0700 to 0900 local time each weekday morning. Stations are 
encouraged to use this link during your drive to work each day. 
 
Note: The IRLP link is disabled during the Capitol City Net each 
Monday. It is disabled from 2000 to 2145  Mondays except for May 
to August when the link is disabled from 2000 to 2020.             
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Please support your 
 local radio organisations. 

They support you!  

The Ottawa Amateur Radio Club 
bulletin “Groundwave” is 
published and distributed to club 
members by mail. Publication 
dates may vary but it is hoped 
that the bulletin arrives at its  
destination before the events 
listed in it have expired. The 
bulletin is not published for July 
and August when meetings do not 
occur. Every effort is made to 
provide accurate information in 
the bulletin, however we are all 
human and mistakes can be 
made.  The OARC accepts no 
responsibility for any damages 
that may result from this. The 
opinions expressed in n this 
bulletin are  only those of  the  
author. 

VE3TEN 
Tuning in the beacon so 
that it makes sense 
requires you tune to 
28.175 on cw and read 
the tone that is there . 
The spaces between the 
elements are the higher 
tone. If that doesn’t 
work, tune to 28.175.28 
on lower sideband for 
better results.  

Articles may be submitted for use 
in this publication provided that 
they portray events or activities 
that promote Amateur Radio. 
Letters and comments are also 
welcome. Submissions may be 
made by mail addressed to the 
Editor care of the OARC, or by e-
mail to “editor@oarc.net”. 
Deadline for submissions occurs 
on the last Monday of the month 
preceding any regular meeting of 
the OARC. 
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Minutes 

Ottawa Amateur Radio Club Inc. 

Sept 11, 2002 

Honeywell Room, Ottawa City Hall 

1.     The Ottawa Marathon is requesting volunteers for communica-
tions at an October 13th run in Cumberland Sunday morning 
from 9 till 2.  Call Julia Fournier at 830-6063.. 

2.     Greg Danylchenko (VAZ3GD) reported on the Hamfest  There 
were 21 volunteers and 323 paid attendees..  Revenue was 
$2,261 and expenses were $1,166 for a net profit of $1,075 to 
date.  There was also an additional $731 from estate sales at the 
club table. 

3.     Clare Fowler reported on the VE3JW AO-40 project at VE3JW 
which took place over the summer.  The station was upgraded 
to receive AO-40 downlink. 

4.     The club is looking for volunteers to partner with Rick Furniss 
VE3IHI to spruce up the OARC website. 

5.     Steve Regan VA3MGY is looking for volunteers to help with 
communications at car rallies in October and November.  Call 
him at 825-9512.   

6.     George Roach reminded everyone of the 24-hour QCWA HF 
QSO party on 7 Oct 02, starting at 1800 in which all Amateurs 
are invited to participate. 

7.     The Club is looking for a Monday Night Net Manager.  See 
Dave Parks. 

8.     The Club is looking for a ATV Champion.  See George Roach. 

9.     Ben Price VE3CDA is volunteering to be a PSK31 Elmer.  
Anyone interested in a demonstration should contact him. 

10.   The Emergency measures organization thanked the club for the 
table at the Hamfest.  Their next general meeting is Sept. 28 
0900 at the Blackburn Hamlet fire station .  See Peter Gamble 

Ian Jeffrey VE3IGJ  

Secretary 

Editor’s note: There may be some items missing 
from the minutes. If you have any concerns please 
bring them up at the October meeting. The Secre-
tary’s job isn’t always an easy one. 

 

                       

Well, September has been interesting to say the least. As of the start of 
October, IRLP has 615 nodes. One of the latest is in Madras, India. 
(Node 890). By this time last year only North America and Australia 
were on line. Now IRLP is touching every continent including Antarc-
tica. Who would have thought it. 

Node 204 has been pretty stable over the past 30 days. We had three 
incidents worth noting. 

The first occurred when a plug on the IRLP sub-chassis became dis-
connected and prevented the IRLP server from activating the transmit-
ter. It only took a second to rectify. 

The second event occurred shortly after when someone accessing the 
Kingston Node, 275, also brought up our node thus causing quite a 
rude noise on both repeaters. The matter was brought to my attention 
and the node was shut down. Node 275 was blocked from our node 
until the matter is settled. As a footnote, the incident happened at about 
0045 in the morning and someone decided to call me to report it. Next 
person to do that will be written out of my will! Unless life and limb 
are at stake, please let my family sleep. It can wait. 

The third event was related to the second. On Wednesday night the 
AMSAT net meets on reflector 925. There  are quite a number of 
Hams in Ottawa who are interested in this net and so the reflector was 
brought on line.  

At the same time, someone was using the Kingston repeater. That indi-
vidual had a strong enough signal to break the squelch on VE2CRA. 
Not enough to be heard but enough to cause squelch noise which was 
passed on to the reflector through our remote link. This tied up the net 
completely. 

As a result, the reflector owner blocked our access to the reflector. 
What saved our bacon was the fact that the Internet connection was 
dropped for about 10 minutes at that time thus releasing the reflector. 

All this was explained to me by the IRLP Problems Coordinator. He 
regretted having to block us as he understood what was going on, but 
his hands were tied on the matter. 

I would like everyone to remember that if you are tying up a reflector 
as a result of poor signal strength or other bad signal characteristics, we 
will be blocked from using that reflector. The same could happen with 
a node as well. If in doubt don’t do it. 

One of the bad things about having another IRLP node on a repeater 
close by and using the same frequency pair is feedback looping. If you 
are on a reflector using the Kingston repeater and are close enough to 
be heard by either the link or the local repeater while that system is 
also on that reflector, you will end up in a feedback loop that you 
might only hear on one end, or on the other end, or (heaven forbid) on 
the reflector.  

The rule here is don’t do DX IRLP. In other words don’t try to access a 
distant IRLP node on a repeater sharing the same frequency pair as the 
local IRLP node or link site. It sounds rather rude and annoying. 

                                            Cary VE3EV 

Internet Radio Linking ProjectInternet Radio Linking ProjectInternet Radio Linking ProjectInternet Radio Linking Project    
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Contest Calendar  
from Winnipeg Amateur Radio Club Newsletter 

October, 2002 

TARA PSK31 Rumble                           0000Z Oct 5 

Oceania DX Contest Phone                    0800Z Oct 5 

EU Autumn Sprint SSB                         1500Z Oct 5 

California QSO Party                             1600Z Oct 5 

QCWA QSO Party                                 1800Z Oct 5 

RSGB 21/28 MHz Contest SSB             0700Z Oct 6 

YLRL Anniversary Party CW                1400Z Oct 9 

10-10 Day Sprint                                    0001Z Oct 10 

Oceania DX Contest CW                       0800Z Oct 12 

EU Autumn Sprint CW                          1500Z Oct 12 

Pennsylvania QSO Party                        1600Z Oct 12          1300Z Oct 13 

FISTS Fall Sprint                                   1700Z Oct 12 

Iberoamericano Contest                         2000Z Oct 12 

North American Sprint RTTY                0000Z Oct 13 

YLRL Anniversary Party SSB               1400Z Oct 16 

JARTS WW RTTY Contest                   0000Z Oct 19 

ARCI Fall QSO Party                            1200Z Oct 19 

Worked All Germany Contest                1500Z Oct 19 

Asia-Pacific Sprint CW                          0000Z Oct 20 

RSGB 21/28 MHz Contest CW             0700Z Oct 20 

Illinois QSO Party                                  1800Z Oct 20 

CQ Worldwide DX Contest SSB           0000Z Oct 26 

ARRL International EME Contest         0000Z Oct 26 

10-10 Int. Fall Contest CW                    0001Z Oct 26 

November 

IPA Contest CW                                    0600Z Nov 2           1400Z Nov 2 

 

I’m still not happy.  

I never took up skiing. The idea of tying two narrow straps of 
wood to my feet and hurtling down a mountain side like an ava-
lanche held no appeal for me. Yet here I was, sitting inside a snow 
machine with summer treads and a motor governor which all but 
neutered any power that the engine produced, and staring down a 
hill that would have put the Olympic Luge event to shame.  

With a tiny nudge of the throttle, Bob Brookes, VE3SC, started 
our downward plunge. At first we accelerated slowly, each turn in 
direction dictated by a slight touch of left or right brake. The first 
bump caught us by surprise. You can’t see the knolls and bumps 
until you are on them and then it is too late. This first one pro-
jected me into the windscreen. After a bit of fumbling I got my 
seat belt on. That saved me from the second bump which only dis-
turbed my lunch.  

From DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green Light    
        Working at the CBC  ContinuedWorking at the CBC  ContinuedWorking at the CBC  ContinuedWorking at the CBC  Continued    

           Cary Honeywell VE3EV           Cary Honeywell VE3EV           Cary Honeywell VE3EV           Cary Honeywell VE3EV    

Ukrainian DX Contest                            1200Z Nov 2 

ARRL Sweepstakes Contest CW            2100Z Nov 2 

North American Collegiate ARC CW    2100Z Nov 2 

ARCI Running of the QRP Bulls            2100Z Nov 2 

IPA Contest SSB                                    0600Z Nov 3           

                                                                1400Z Nov 3 

High Speed Club CW Contest                0900Z Nov 3          
                                                                1500Z Nov 3 

DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest            1100Z Nov 3 

Japan Int. DX Contest, Phone                 2300Z Nov 8 

WAE DX Contest RTTY                        0000Z Nov 9 

OK/OM DX Contest CW                       1200Z Nov 9 

Anatolian ATA PSK31 Contest              1800Z Nov 9 

LZ DX Contest CW                                1200Z Nov 16 

All Austrian 160-Meter Contest             1600Z Nov 16 

ARRL Sweepstakes Contest SSB           2100Z Nov 16 

North American Collegiate ARC C SSB 2100Z Nov 16 

RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest CW                  2100Z Nov 16 

CQ Worldwide DX Contest CW            0000Z Nov 23 

ARRL International EME Contest           0000Z Nov 23 
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Although he was straining to keep a straight line, Bob continued to grin 
and cackled like a man possessed. Left hand back, throttle up. Right hand 
back, throttle down. Both back, Both off, Full throttle. Half throttle. No 
throttle. All the way down the hill we skipped and slewed like a stone 
skipping across the water of a calm lake. Yet it seemed that we were go-
ing in a fairly straight line.  

As we approached the bottom it occurred to us both that stopping might 
be a problem. Well, actually stopping wouldn’t really be a problem. The 
trees would take care of that and, if it didn’t, the gully behind them 
would. Surviving the incident would be the problem. About 50 metres 
from the trees we hit a spot of loose gravelly snow; a pile left over by the 
snow making machine. We skewed clockwise until we were side on to 
the trees. Bob quickly jammed the left brake on and throttled  up to full 
power while spinning the right treads. That did it. We crunched to a stop 
so quickly that it took our breath away. The trees were close enough for 
us to reach through the side windows and touch them. 

The Skidozer was a real joy to drive provided you didn’t need to climb a 
snow hill. One winter afternoon I was tasked to take two Hydro Quebec 
line inspectors up one of the main ski hills so that they could have a look 
at the poles leading up to the top of the hill. Glen Pack, VE3CGP, was 
supervising us that day and he told me not to take any chances on the way 
up. The summer treads wouldn’t react too well to deep powder snow if I 
ever decided to stop or turn the beast. Up we went with one line guy on 
the seat and the other on the engine cover. It was kind of cozy. 

About a third of the way up the guy on the engine cover leaned over and 
told me to stop. I asked why. It seemed that he and the other guy wanted 
to do a thorough visual inspection of one of the poles. I said no. That 
would be too dangerous. He said he would take the responsibility. I said 
no. The Dozer wasn’t capable of doing that. The resulting yelling match 
was probably heard down in the chalet but I wouldn’t stop. I kept trying 
to tell them that the treads wouldn’t keep us on the hill and that we would 
all have a spectacular, though terminal, ride down the hill. The yelling 
kept up all the way up the hill, across the back of the ski lift and then 
back down the hill. As we entered the near empty parking lot I decided to 
show them why I wouldn’t stop. Telling them that the vehicle would slide 
uncontrollable on the hill if we tried to stop wasn’t effective. When I hit 
the left brake and started to spin like a top in the parking lot I think these 
guys suddenly got religion. The yelling stopped. I never saw them again. 

Bob and Glen had one spill that I didn’t participate in, thank goodness. 
One late afternoon, while descending the road from the top of Fortune, 
Glen managed to roll the truck off the road and into the bushes. Hanging 
upside down in the cab, the only person who was laughing was Bob. At 
least he wasn’t driving. 

The CBC AM site was located off the south end of Moody Drive. In fact 
if Moody drive had been extended further south it would have dissected 
the site. We had nine tower to cover the two 50 kilowatt  AM transmit-
ters. These antennas were phased so as to protect other AM stations co-
existing on the two frequencies we used. The English station was on 920 
KHz and this meant that we had to phase out an area to the south east in 
order to protect a station in Lake Placid, New York. Doing this meant that 
there were two areas in Ottawa that wouldn’t receive CBC AM English 
service. One was on a stretch of  Churchill Avenue in Ottawa’s west end. 
The other was Rockliffe Village. All of it! 

We shared the property with a herd of cattle. They would wander the 

grounds with impunity and distain for the technology. They also 
brought the flies. The transmitter building was infested with them. 
Also moths, wasps, hornets and other unidentified fauna. Someone, in 
their great wisdom, bought the site a bug zapper. The “Bidit Oblit”. 
This technical marvel enticed the flying insect into a web of metal 
which was changed with a million volts of electricity. Well maybe a 
few kilovolts, but you get the idea. Once ensconced between the inner 
and outer wire mesh, the poor wee thing would close a circuit and be 
electrocuted in a blaze for fire. Quite spectacular really. The result of 
all this pyrotechnics was a pile of insect corpses, not quite fully cre-
mated, in a pile on the floor under the zapper. Not a pretty site. 

One of our techs, Pierre Belanger, decided to remedy the situation. To 
do this he placed a plastic garbage can under the zapper to collect the 
remains for disposal elsewhere. This worked for a while. At some 
point, the pile of bodies inside the can was big enough to really weigh 
the can down. All these dried out insect bodies just waiting for dis-
posal. Disposal came in a rather unexpected though predictable man-
ner. One great honking moth attacked the zapper in a great display of 
bravado. Also a great display of flame. The conflagration descended 
like a flaming sun god into the can of dried bugs. 

Back downtown at Chateau Master Control, where the AM stations got 
their programming feed, the duty tech was jolted awake by the sound 
of the remote fire bell going off. Next he noticed that both 50 kilowatt 
transmitters had shut down and the 10 K backups were not taking over. 
Almost before he could react, the bells went silent and there again was 
the 50 kw transmitters just as good as gold. 

Back at the site, all doors were open and all fans were running. The 
smell of burnt bug is something you don’t easily forget. The burn mark 
on the floor was also a reminder of what you don’t ever do with dried 
bug. The “Bidit Oblit” was never used again. 

One of the thrills of working at a 50 kilowatt AM site was the odd RF 
based idiosyncrasies of the field being generated. We would often im-
press visitors by taking them into a phasing shack while holding a flo-
rescent light. Without being connected to any physical electrical cir-
cuit, the tube would, nevertheless, light up the room. Of course, one of 
the shacks having a hissy fit would light up the entire site every so of-
ten. That could be even more spectacular. The nicest view of the field 
was available on a very hazy moist night when all the towers, wires 
and fences were lit up by Saint Elmo. 

This unseen aspect of high power RF can cause one to think and con-
sider just what that RF field was doing to your body. (I have two nor-
mal kids so that part of the equation is hoowey). One incident managed 
to impress the heck out of me. Every once in a while CBC Engineering 
Headquarters would send an antenna tech to Camp Fortune to inspect 
the upper areas of Ryan Tower. Since almost every TV and FM station 
had an antenna mounted on the tower, this job had its share of danger. 
RF at the VHF and UHF frequencies had an affect on material similar 
to a microwave oven. In order for anyone to inspect any antenna on the 
tower, all the transmitters need to be shut down. Of course this could 
be done in 1980 since not all TV stations ran all day and most FM sta-
tions were running second fiddle to the AM stations so it was thought 
that no one would notice them being off the air. 

On the day in question we had almost all of our techs at the hill to en-
sure the safety of the ENGHQ staffer. We went to every shack, shed 
and outhouse to make sure no one was radiating anything on the tower. 
Once we were fairly sure we had all bases covered, our intrepid an-
tenna tech started up the tower. In fear of having something or some-
one crash down on top of one of us, we all decided to forego the view 
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from below in favour of a nice seat in the CBC building. Being that I was 
the last to enter the building, I had the forethought to yell up and ask the 
Tech how long he expected to be. He indicated that he would need about 
two hours to complete the task. No problem. We had lots of books to read. 

After about forty five minutes I decided to venture out and see how much 
progress was being made in the heavens. I walked onto the small porch 
outside the building and strained to look up and see anything that could be 
seen. Nothing. As I was turning to go back in, I thought I heard someone 
yelling. I looked around but couldn’t see anyone and so decided that it 
must be the wind. Except there was no wind. I stood silently for a few 
minutes and was finally able to make out what was being yelled. The tiny 
voice was saying “Turn it off!”. Turn what off? “Turn the @#^^%& thing 
off!”. Oh. “Turn what off?” “There’s an FM station still transmitting!  Turn it 
off. I’m burning up!” 

Tucked away in a dark corner of the French Private TV building was a 
small University FM transmitter that we didn’t remember as being there. 
It was pumping 5 kilowatts into a stacked array which was about 3 feet 
away from our dear technician. Mercy. 

When he finally arrived back down off the tower, he had a great sunburn. 
That wasn’t all that was burning. Definite lack of a sense of Haw Haw! 

That reminds me of the day John Milks, a CBC painter and some time 
magician, came up the hill to paint the air conditioning units on top of the 
building. Up to the roof went John, ten gallons of oil based grey paint, a 
portable compressor and a paint sprayer unit. 

It was a windy day and John should have known better. 

Lets just say that John could have passed for the Tin Man in a production 
of the Wizard of Oz. He was not amused. 

Next month: Last of the CBC Heroes.                 VE3EV 

From: RAC Headquarters                                
Date: September 17, 2002                                  
Subject: RAC Membership Campaign Draw 
Results 

Radio Amateurs of Canada would like to thank 
the 903 Amateurs who responded to the New Member Campaign 
mailing by August 30, 2002.  All the eligible names were entered 
into a draw for the 80 prizes generously donated by our sponsors.  
On September 17, 2002, the winning names were chosen at ran-
dom by a representative from the accounting firm of Collins Bar-
row, LLP, Ottawa.  The lucky amateurs will shortly be receiving 
their prizes:  

For a complete listing of the prize winners go to  www.rac.ca . 

FCC Declares Communications       
Emergency as Hurricane Lili Approaches Gulf Coast The 
FCC has declared a communications emergency in response to 
the approach of Hurricane Lili. Under the authority of Section 
97.401 of the FCC Amateur Service rules, a general communications 
emergency has been declared for the states of Louisiana and Texas. 
''Amateurs are required to refrain from using 7285 kHz (daytime) and 3873 
kHz (nighttime), plus or minus 3 kHz unless they are taking part in the 
handling of emergency traffic,'' said the FCC declaration from Joseph P. 
Casey, Chief of the Technical and Public Safety Division of the FCC's 
Enforcement Bureau. The FCC declaration will remain in effect until re-
scinded and could be in effect for as long as two weeks. The National 
Weather Service reports that Lili has strengthened rapidly to a dangerous 
Category 4 hurricane. ''Reports from an Air Force Reserve hurricane 
hunter aircraft indicate that maximum sustained winds have increased to 
near 135 MPH with higher gusts,'' said an NWS bulletin issued at 1800z. 
''Preparations to protect life and property in the hurricane warning area 
should be rushed to completion.'' A hurricane warning remains in effect 
from east of high island Texas to the mouth of the Mississippi River. South 
Texas ARRL Section Manager Ray Taylor, N5NAV, says the FCC decla-
ration will support the operation of the West Gulf Emergency Net for  

From: RAC Headquarters                       
Date: September 12, 2002                                 
Subject: RAC Director Elections 

On Wednesday, September 11, 2002, the Com-
mittee of Tellers met at RAC Headquarters to 
review the nominations received for the positions of Director in 
the Atlantic, Ontario North, Midwest and Pacific Regions. 

In Atlantic Region, a nomination was received for Mr. Howard 
Dickson, VE1DHD.  As there were no additional nominations, 
Mr. Dickson is acclaimed to the position of Director, Atlantic Re-
gion, for the term 2003-2004. 

In Ontario North Region, a nomination was received for Mr. 
Douglas Leach, VE3XK.  As there were no additional nomina-
tions, Mr. Leach is acclaimed to the position of Director, Ontario 
North Region, for the term 2003-2004. 

In Midwest Region a nomination was received for Mr. Bjarne (Bj) 
Madsen, VE5FX. As there were no additional nominations, Mr. 
Madsen is acclaimed to the position of Director, Midwest Region, 
for the term 2003-2004. 

In Pacific Region a nomination was received for incumbent Mr. 
Dennis Livesey, VE7DK. A nomination was received for Mr. 
Ralph Webb, VE7OM. An election will be held to determine the 
Director, Pacific Region for the term 2003-2004.  Ballots will be 
mailed to all eligible voters in the Pacific Region on or before 
October 1, 2002.   

Texas and Louisiana. Net operation began this morning. Taylor 
also says Amateur Radio operators are staffing the Texas emer-
gency operations center in Austin as well as some along the coast, 
where evacuations already have begun. The Hurricane Watch Net 
(HWN) is scheduled to remain active on 14.325 MHz until 0300z 
then activate October 3 at first light. Operators at W4EHW at the 
National Hurricane Center in Miami also have been active and 
cooperating with the HWN effort. W4EHW volunteers were 
scheduled to remain on duty at least until 0200z. Information on 
the Hurricane Watch Net and W4EHW at the National Hurricane 
Center in Miami may be found on the web at http://www.hwn.org 
and http://www.fiu.edu/orgs/w4ehw/ , respectively.  
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It seems hams are not the only ones with neighbour problems when erect-
ing antennas. A number of companies are responding to the trouble that 
various wireless infrastructure providers (aka phone companies) are having 
in receiving zoning approval for their sites. Valmont/Microflect (http://
www.valmont.com/html/infra5e.shtml) has a line of what they call "MVI 
Structures"  MVI stands for minimum visual impact. These are towers dis-
guised as something (anything) else. Included are palm and pine trees, as 
well as cactus or church steeples. They seem to sell to the southern states, 
so the pine tree doesn't look much like a local red pine, but it is promising. 

Another company, FWT (http://www.fwtinc.com) makes similar stuff, 
going as far as building new "chimneys" on industrial buildings, or entire 
church steeples on  existing churches.  Both offer towers that double as 
shopping centre lighting  structures and "functional flagpoles", which at 
least some of us have used at some point.  Power companies can get hard-
ware that will allow antennas to go atop power  transmission lines.  Not 
my idea of a great location, but maybe at 2GHz they can get away with a 
bit more than those of us at D.C.  

 The Larson company (http://www.utilitycamo.com) (not to be confused 
with more familiar Larsen) (http://www.larsenantennas.com ) even makes 
large fiberglass "rocks" to hold antennas, for those occasions when you 
own a mountain or rock cut but aren't allowed to "spoil" the view.  I have-
n't inquired, but I'm sure these things aren't cheap.  

It does have me wondering what innovative hams will come up with.  Can 
you imagine taking a 20 metre pine tree from somewhere, threading some 
rebar into the bottom of  the trunk, and setting it in a concrete block in the 
back yard?..  Instant antenna support, with no waiting decades for nature to 
take its course.  If you are worried about it for some  reason, just take the 
bark off, and apply it to a steel tower.  Then add some fake branches near 
the top and no one will know the difference. 

Magazines and history 

The following may bore some of you old geezers out there, but you just 
might remember something that got you interested in this game in the first 
place... 

 You know I have an interest in old amateur radio magazines. Well, I re-
cently went through a bunch of them from the days when they were 
smaller (6 1/2 by 9 1/2 inches). Though they were smaller physically, they 
and amateur radio seem to have been bigger back then.  

Product reviews were less scientific, but the rigs were simple enough that 
the  review could include a complete schematic.  There were more sche-
matics throughout the magazines.  One can still build those things they 
printed .  Admittedly, it will take a bit of searching to find a 40 microfarad 
450 volt capacitor in these days  when the big guys are going from a 3.3 
volt bus to 1.1V. Try to find a construction  article in today's magazines. 
Once you find one, imagine yourself thirty years in the future, trying to 
find the parts, and source code for today's construction articles. Some 

and  disappear from the market place before your coffee has a 
chance to cool off.  No  wonder I am beginning to favor trailing 
edge technology. 

Back then, international broadcasters and jammers of same threat-
ened the existence of 40m, and some drastic solutions were pro-
posed.  I can't imagine what 40m sounded like when both hams 
and broadcasters were on AM. Does anyone have any old tapes (or 
records)?  Other interests threatened the 11m and 1.25m bands.  
Win some, lose  some.   There was an astonishing (to me) amount 
of activity on 6 and 2 metres, with  the gray hairs talking about 
how things were better on 5m in the old Technically inclined peo-
ple like Mr. Stoner dreamed of putting amateur radio satellites in 
orbit, back when rocket science was, well.. rocket science.   In the 
mid sixties,  when the United States was in a race with the Soviets 
for the moon, hams conceived of project Moonray, an effort to put 
a repeater on the moon. Again, win some, lose  some, but the plan-
ning eventually found its way into what was then "Project Oscar". 
Cop Macdonald was messing around with ways to send pictures 
by ham radio without all the drums and things that facsimile re-
quired. We now know his invention as SSTV, and I hear he went 
on to make a name for himself in other fields as well.  At some 
point in the proceedings, Single Sideband - Suppressed Carrier 
(both LSB and HSB  (that's "higher side band") asked for a toe 
hold in the spectrum.  There followed a series of articles on how to 
build, how to tune in, how to operate, and how to convert the old 
stuff to the new mode.  There was also continuous back and forth  
saying "ssb is better", "is not..", "is too", "yo mommah..".  Some 
advertisers  printed an entire page of text each month, in serial 
form, to explain what is going on in the new rigs, and why theirs is 
the best.  Imagine, information in an ad. 

There were regular reports from location by Gus Browning, Don 
Miller, Danny Weil and the crew of the Yasme DX yacht.  DXpe-
ditions were real life and death adventures back then.  There was 
more than enough politics in the questions of what would be con-
sidered valid DX operations and what would not.  Speaking of 
politics, Uncle Wayne was running CQ, before 73 magazine.  
Once there was more than one magazine outside the League, they 
traded shots across the bow, launched from their editorial pages. 

So who do we have today.. A few hams linking repeaters together 
through the internet, to get around all that difficult radio stuff. 
(While retaining the ability to work locally without all that diffi-
cult infrastructure stuff, if need be) A few hams steadfastly home-
brewing and bringing their results to the pages of the magazines. A 
few others starting, then folding magazines as they discover or 
follow a market (remember Hambrew magazine? CQ VHF? How 
about On the Air?)  

 While some moan about the lack of innovation among today's 
hams, we have Sarex, Mirex and ARISS, AMSAT P3D and mi-
crosats, (becoming pico and nanosats),APRS and PSK31. 

 All in all, I think we are still on course, despite the doomsayers 
who say the sky is falling.  I wonder what the readers of 2050 will 
think of us today. 

 

73, keep on doin' whatcha doin' 

Mike VE3FFK 

MK’s WordsMK’s WordsMK’s WordsMK’s Words    

Odds and EndsOdds and EndsOdds and EndsOdds and Ends    
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OARC Director Biography: 
Frederick H. (Ted) Turner, VE3LV, was born in 
Truro, Nova Scotia on February 10,1923. He first saw a 
ham station at the QTH of Dick Rector, VE1KN and was "Elmered" by 
Harry  Johnson,  VE1GK. Given a "go-ahead" letter and call sign, 
VE1MR,  in September 1937, Ted was examined and issued a licence in 
December 1937. Ted placed his greatest emphasis on building transmitters, 
using the famous Taylor TZ20 and TZ40 transmitting Tubes. He worked 
Europe on CW on a regular basis on 80 Meters with a 6L6 oscillator. After 
World War II, Ted built a station at a summer cottage in Cascades Quebec, 
using an RCA Victor AR-88 as a receiver and a pair of 813's in the trans-
mitter. The call was VE2VG. For the next ten years, marriage and small 
children got in the way of ham radio but interest emerged again in 1956 
thanks to old timers Stan Comach and Alf Sheffield. He received the call 
VE3AYU with a phone endorsement in 1957.  Army command sets and 
GE  "Prog" Line surplus equipment was the order of the day. This was 
followed by the acquisition of about every kit that Heathkit came out with. 
The call VE3AYU was changed to VE3JGQ and in the late 80's Heathkit 
was finally deserted for a Yaesu FT-ONE, except for an SB-220 Linear, 
(which, although seldom used, remains to this day.) In December 1999 
Ted once again changed call signs. This time to VE3LV. He still holds the 
call VE3JGQ. 

Over the years, Ted's interest has shifted from building equipment to build-
ing antennas, both VHF and HF. The home QTH antennas consist of a  
HyGain 204BA and a HyGain10/15; an 80 M inverted V and a 40 M Delta 
Loop. A 14 Element Yagi covers 2 Metres.  At his cottage at Lac Caya-
mant, Que, (near Gracefield) he has a 40M and an 80-M inverted V; a TA-
33 Jr; a 40M and an 80M inverted V and a 4 element Yagi for 2M. For 
several years Ted was Secretary of the Manotick Amateur Radio Group 
and is presently a director of the National Capital Chapter of the Quarter 
Century Wireless Association; a member of the Ottawa Valley Mobile 
Radio Club; Radio Amateurs of Canada; and the American Radio Relay 
League. Ted also assists with the OVMRC Ham Radio training classes in 
the areas of transmission lines and antennas. 

 

The OARC congratulates Carl Beaudry, VA2CMB, the winner of year's 
Hamfest grand prize winner of the Kenwood TH-F6A advanced tri-band 
HT generously donated by Bytown Marine. 

Carl accepts his Kenwood TH-F6A from Greg Danylchenko, VE3YTZ, 
2002 Hamfest Manager 

OARC Hamfest 2002 
Thanks to all who attended! 

Thanks also to the staff: 

 

Liz VA3ELB           Mike VE3FFK        Russ VE3LOW 

Keith VA3KPP       Rick VE3IHI          Cary VE3EV 

Harold VA3UNK    Bill VE3JSR           Clayton VE3CBJ 

Tom VA3WTJ        Peter VE3LBW      Eric VE3LNX 

Dean VA3CDD       Paul VE3PC           Bob VE3SUY 

John VE3TG           Al VE3ZTU            Richard VE3UNW 

Doug VE3XK         Bryan VE3ZRK      Janice (XYL) 

Former FCC Official  

A. Prose Walker, W4BW, SK 
 
From ARRL Headquarters   
Newington CT  September 27, 2002 
 
Former FCC official A. Prose Walker, W4BW, the man some 
consider the godfather of the so-called ''WARC bands''--30, 17 
and 12 meters--died August 8 following a brief illness. He was 92. 
Word of his death 
reached ARRL Headquarters this month. 
 
Walker, who headed the FCC Amateur and Citizens Division 
from 1971 until 1975, made the initial proposal for three new 
amateur 
allocations at 10, 18 and 24 MHz during an International Amateur 
Radio Club (4U1ITU) meeting in Geneva in 1972. Later, he or-
ganized and chaired the US preparatory committee for the Ama-
teur Service--the Advisory Committee of Amateur Radio--which 
took the 
initial steps to turn the idea into reality at the 1979 World Admin-
istrative Radio Conference. The committee also included former 
ARRL General Manager Richard L. Baldwin, W1RU, who said 
this week that he was greatly saddened to learn of Walker's pass-
ing. 

During his career, Walker earned a global reputation for participa-
tion and leadership within the International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU). He was the leading member of the US delegation at 
more than 20 international conferences.  

Walker retired to Florida, but after his wife Ellanie died in 1999, 
he moved to Rochester, New York, to be near his daughter, Helen. 

A memorial service will be held later this year. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL 
 

Ottawa Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Box 8873 Ottawa, Ontario K1G 3J2 

 
 

O Renewal    O New   O New Ham (FREE if licensed in current membership year) 
O Single ($20 ($15 after 1 Feb))   O Family ($25)                 O Junior ($10) 
(Please note:  membership year is 1 September to 31 August)                                  
 
Family Name:__________________________   First Name/Initials: ______________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________ Prov: ____________ Postal Code: ___________ 

Home Phone: _______________ Work Phone: ________________ ext ________ 

E-mail address: __________________@_____________________________________ 

Callsign(s): |_____________| |_____________| |_____________|  Fax: _________________ 
Qualifications:      O   Basic        O     Advanced       O   Grandfathered                                  

O  5 wpm        O   12 wpm               Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Other Family Members 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:       O   Basic       O     Advanced        O  Grandfathered   

O  5 wpm     O   12 wpm                              Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:        O   Basic       O    Advanced         O  Grandfathered   

O  5 wpm      O   12 wpm                             Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:         O   Basic       O   Advanced          O  Grandfathered   

O   5 wpm     O    12 wpm                            Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Interests: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments/Suggestions: _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Would you prefer to have a mailed hard copy of the groundwave or an emailed PDF file?   

    Mailed Copy   O      Emailed PDF Copy  O      Email Address ____________________________ 
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CALL FOR DIRECTIONS! 
We are currently upgrading this 
page. We will be integrating our 
catalog into a full e-commerce 
solution in order to serve you 
better 

We sell a wide range of 
amateur and commercial 
radio products and          
accessories including:  

•  Icom, Kenwood, and 
Yaesu receivers and  
transceivers, Drake and 
Lowe receivers 

•  Barker & Williamson, 
Cushcaft, Daiwa,         
Diamond, Larsen and 
MFJ antennas and acces-
sories. 

•  Authorized factory service 

•  Catalog in ASCII TEXT 
database format. 

•  BML Zipped Ham Catalog 
(MS-Excel Spread Sheet) 

Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) 

BYTOWN MARINE 
HAM RADIO STORE 
all prices are in Canadian funds 

BML COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION 

           The Communications Division specializes in the supply of commercial, in-
dustrial and military antenna systems and a full range of manportable push-
up and crank-up masts. The company is well known to the Ottawa and dis-
trict amateur radio community through its retail operation which has provided 
a much needed service since 1976. The retail operation displays a compre-
hensive range of products, most of which are carried in stock. The company's 
electronics workshop is fully instrumented to service and repair the products 
sold by the company 


