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DEC MEETING 7:30, Dec 11 at Ottawa City Hall (Honeywell Room)                    

TTTThe executive of the OARC wish he executive of the OARC wish he executive of the OARC wish he executive of the OARC wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas    everyone a Merry Christmas    everyone a Merry Christmas    everyone a Merry Christmas    

and a Happy Holidayand a Happy Holidayand a Happy Holidayand a Happy Holiday    
The club is contemplating a number of activities for club members. One 
of these is the “Club Project”. Many years ago the OARC’s club project 
was a synthesizer that would work with any crystal controlled two me-
tre rig. Those people with the old Icom IC-22 were the first to take up 
the challenge. Some of these units are still in use today. 

This time, we are looking for people who are interested in taking up the 
challenge as a group effort. To this end, we are inviting anyone who is 
interested to show up half an hour before the regular meeting this 
month, 7:00, for a show of support for a project. Anyone can come and 
bring their ideas. We are open to suggestions here. 

One possible project could be the building of ATV converters that can 
be used to receive signals from the OARC ATV repeater located at 
CJOH in Ottawa’s south end. The club would like to encourage the 
members, and anyone else for that matter, to utilize this repeater. For 
the moment the repeater is sitting there doing very little. Lets get to-
gether and see what needs to be done to get the average Amateur on the 
ATV bandwagon. 

In case anyone failed to notice, The OARC turned 70  this year. The 
club was started in 1932. This club has always shown excellence in the 
field of Amateur Radio technology. A technical club project will serve 
to advance this reputation. 

The OARC has obtained the privilege of using the callsign VA3RAC 
for the RAC Winter Contest. We would like to get club members to 
take some of the time slots and act as the RAC station during the dura-
tion of the contest. You don’t have to go anywhere either. Just do it 
from your own shack! We have to coordinate this but I think it can be 
done. Let’s get behind this initiative. More details at the meeting. 
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Club Information 
 
The Ottawa Amateur Radio Club Inc. is an association of Radio 
Amateurs devoted to the promotion of interest in Amateur Radio 
communications in the National Capitol Area and to the advancement and 
achievement of club members. 
 
Regular Meetings of the OARC Inc. are held on the second Wednesday 
of each month (except July and August) in the Richmond Room (2nd floor 
of the Old Teacher's College) of Ottawa City Hall (formerly Regional 
Municipality of Ottawa Carleton Headquarters) on Lisgar Street. Meetings 
commence at approximately 19:30 hours. Further details about each 
meeting is elsewhere in this publication. 
 
Executive Meetings of the OARC Inc. are normally held on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 19:30 hours. Contact the President to 
confirm the date, time and place of the next meeting. 

The CAPITOL CITY FM Net meets every Monday at 20:00 hours on the club repeater VE2CRA to pass traffic 
and to make announcements of interest to Amateurs in the National Capitol Region. 
 
The SWAP Net is a service provided and conducted by Dan Reardon, VE3GUU. This feature appears on the 
Capitol City FM Net. To list items and make inquiries, call Dan Reardon at 721-3339 or e-mail him at 
ve3guu@igs.net. Also available on the web: http://www.igs.net/~swap 
 
The POT-HOLE Net is a SSB/HF net sponsored by the Ottawa Valley Mobile Radio Club and is conducted  
every Sunday at 10:00 hours on 3.760 MHz. All amateurs are welcome to check in. 
 
The POT-LID CW Net is an informal slow-speed CW net sponsored and conducted by Ed Morgan, VE3GX, 
and meets every Sunday, except during July and August, at 11:00 hours on 3.620 MHz, to promote interest in CW 
and CW procedures. 
 
The QCWA CHAPTER 70 Net meets every Thursday evening at 20:00 hours  on repeater VE3TEL, 147.03 You 
do not have to be a QCWA member to participate. 
 
The 2M SSB Net is sponsored by the West Carleton ARC. Look for it every Tuesday night (except the first 
Tuesday of the month) around 21:00 on 144.250. It is very informal and vertical polarisation is encouraged. 

Voice   (VHF)      146.94/146.34   100Hz output tone 
           (UHF)        443.300/448.300 
IRLP  Node 204     146.94/146.34  (VE2CRA/VE3RC) 
                                (Code 411 for info) (Code 2040 for activity) 
Packet                   147.07(sx) For QSO and Packet BBS 
Packet 56 BPS      220.55/443.44 
 
For further information please contact the Repeater Chair. 
 
Note:  The IRLP link is connected to Reflector 1, Ref 910 in Toronto, 
from 0700 to 0900 local time each weekday morning. Stations are 
encouraged to use this link during your drive to work each day. 
 
Note: The IRLP link is disabled during the Capitol City Net each 
Monday. It is disabled from 2000 to 2145  Mondays except for May 
to August when the link is disabled from 2000 to 2020.             

Dec 2002 

Please support your 
 local radio organisations. 

They support you!  

The Ottawa Amateur Radio Club 
bulletin “Groundwave” is 
published and distributed to club 
members by mail. Publication 
dates may vary but it is hoped 
that the bulletin arrives at its  
destination before the events 
listed in it have expired. The 
bulletin is not published for July 
and August when meetings do not 
occur. Every effort is made to 
provide accurate information in 
the bulletin, however we are all 
human and mistakes can be 
made.  The OARC accepts no 
responsibility for any damages 
that may result from this. The 
opinions expressed in n this 
bulletin are  only those of  the  
author. 

VE3TEN 
Tuning in the beacon so 
that it makes sense 
requires you tune to 
28.175 on cw and read 
the tone that is there . 
The spaces between the 
elements are the higher 
tone. If that doesn’t 
work, tune to 28.175.28 
on lower sideband for 
better results.  

Articles may be submitted for use 
in this publication provided that 
they portray events or activities 
that promote Amateur Radio. 
Letters and comments are also 
welcome. Submissions may be 
made by mail addressed to the 
Editor care of the OARC, or by e-
mail to “editor@oarc.net”. 
Deadline for submissions occurs 
on the last Monday of the month 
preceding any regular meeting of 
the OARC. 
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Minutes 

Ottawa Amateur Radio Club Inc. 

November 13, 2002 19:30 

Cary Honeywell moved and Dennis Cartwright seconded a motion to 
accept the October minutes.  The motion was carried. 

The president presented an update on the club’s radio equipment.  There 
is a problem with the VE2CRA repeater which George Roach will exam-
ine.  IRLP node numbers are now four digits long.  Normally the last 
digit is zero, ie the VE2CRA node is 2040.  Closing a node must now be 
done with 73.  You are requested not to use the IRLP unless you have a 
strong signal into the repeater.  A weak signal causes problems on the 
network and can result in our node being denied access to certain other 
nodes. 

The net manager made a request for net controllers for the Monday night 
net.  The more controllers that volunteer the less work for everyone.  If 
you can help out call Brian Campbell. 

Richard Hagemeyer announced that he had graduated five new hams in 
an intensive weekend course.  Congratulation go to Janice Neelands, Ken 
Trudel, Gil Meerakler, Jane Trach, and Jim Trach. 

The Groundwave editor requested articles for the newsletter.  Any sub-
missions in any format will be accepted.  Anyone wishing to receive the 
Groundwave by email instead of a mailed hard copy should notify either 
Cary Honeywell or Tom Johnson. 

Please submit any nominations for the Joe Norton Award to the execu-
tive.  This award is given annually to a promising new ham in the Ottawa 
area. 

The results of last month’s questionnaire showed that there was no single 
item commanding everyone’s interest.  Further results will be presented 
at a later date. 

A new item was tried at this meeting - your most interesting contact of 
the previous month.  Several fascinating contacts were described.  Rich-
ard Hagemeyer and Clayton Jenkins drove to North Carolina to activate 
an island station for IOTA.  Paul Coverdale described a contact with 
ON4CWM, the Canadian War Museum in Belgium.  Another was the use 
of a #19 set for Remembrance Day contacts.  Still another contact was 
made via IRLP with a former Ottawa ham, Whit Whitaker, in Victoria. 

The speaker for the evening was Dave Goodwin, VE2ZP, on the topic of 
getting started in contesting.  Judging from his stack of awards he is one 
of Canada’s top contesters. Dave gave such a motivating talk that he in-
spired the club to take over operation of the VA3RAC station for the 
RAC Canada Winter Contest December 28.  Anyone, beginner or expert, 
interested in participating call Ben Price.   

The conversion from the three to four digit node protocol seems to 
have gone ahead without much fuss. At least as far as I can tell from 
viewing the logs. Only the occasional foray into the old method of dis-
connecting shows up. Someone must not be paying attention. 

We had some packet mixing problems when I tried to change the net-
work here by upgrading the router. Bad idea. I have to segregate the 
IRLP from the house network pretty soon as I have four teenagers who 
like to play network games. That won’t help the IRLP any so I need to 
provide each section with its own network segment. That will help. 

The clock on the server isn’t quite as accurate as it should be. The bat-
teries are pretty old so I have to keep an eye on it to make sure it goes 
off for the Capital City FM Net at the appropriate time instead of dur-
ing the net preamble. Quite often I’m not around the make sure it goes 
off on time so we all will have to take our chances on that one. 

I have suspended the Reflector one auto link which was running in the 
early morning because of lack of activity from other Ontario nodes. 
This might pick up again in the near future because it seems like we 
were the only node that ran the link automatically. Other nodes were 
linked and closed manually by the local operator. Some other node 
operators asked me to provide them with the Unix script to accomplish 
this so there may be more interest. For the time being, node 2040 will 
be available for linking to anywhere and just about any time. 

One thing to remember: if you don’t have a strong signal, do not con-
nect to any reflector. Failure to provide positive control for your con-
nection to reflectors may result in having 2040 locked out. Not a nice 
thing. 

An idea was passed on to me regarding IRLP and the Canadian Ski 
Marathon. If we were able to link the Montreal and Ottawa ends of the 
network via IRLP, it would make the entire course available to all sta-
tions who could reach either end of the link. Just an idea. I think it 
might work, but not having much experience with the marathon, I am 
not in a position to know. 

The equipment keeps perking along with few problems. The IC-25 
might be getting a little tired but so far has done a good job of repre-
senting IRLP to the local area. We need to start thinking of upgrading. 

VE3EV 

Internet Radio Linking ProjectInternet Radio Linking ProjectInternet Radio Linking ProjectInternet Radio Linking Project    

The 50/50 draw of $27.50 was won by Clare Fowler. 

The club is still looking to fill three new positions - a net manager, a 
public service manager, and a QSL card and award manager.  Anyone 
interested in volunteering for or wanting further information on any of 
these position can see a member of the executive. 

There were 35 members present and the meeting adjourned at 21:50.  
The next general meeting will be held on December 11 at 19:30 in the 
Honeywell Room at Ottawa City Hall.  The guest speaker will be Mau-
rice-Andre Vigneault, VE3VIG, who will be speaking on the VE3JW 
station located in the National Museum of Science and Technology. 

Ian Jeffrey, VE3IGJ  

Become an Elmer. Sponsor a non-Amateur       
Amateur Radio will benefit! 
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I just got back from the Rally of the Tall Pines in Bancroft. Many com-
parisons to the Canadian Ski Marathon kept coming to mind. 

CSM 

-Has thousands of skiers in sections between checkpoints for two days. 

-Happens in remote locations with snow, ice and significant safety issues. 

-Runs amateur radio where there isn't much other communication. 

-Uses several repeaters and simplex frequencies as needed, with formal 
frequency plans and hand off procedures. 

-Uses net control discipline to handle very high peak radio traffic loads. 

-Uses skilled amateur radio operators for their communications. 

-Has delays for routine traffic, but everything gets there, and in priority 
order. 

TPRally 

-Has tens of drivers in stages between checkpoints for one day. 

-Happens in remote locations with snow, ice and significant safety issues. 

-Runs amateur radio where there isn't much other communication. 

-Uses several repeaters and simplex frequencies as needed, hoping every-
one will magically find the right frequency for their task. 

-Uses net control discipline only in case of emergency. 

-Uses rally enthusiasts who have obtained their amateur licence just to use 
at this type of event.  

-Has much doubling, and may or may not work under emergency condi-
tions, since no one seems to have practiced working in a formal net.  Most 
of these "one day a year" hams don't seem to realize that if someone else is 
transmitting, they  can't break in just by keying up and shouting louder. 

So, if the rally is that bad, will I be back?  Maybe. Even  though I had to 
miss a bunny hunt to play radio for the rally. I sure had a lot of fun, even 
though my assignment didn't put me in view of the cars.  After all, I wasn't 
there as a spectator.  It is hard to maintain the big picture at the rally, since 
different stages happen at the same time on different frequencies.  It has to 
be done that way, since the lack of  net discipline prevents them from han-
dling enough traffic on one frequency.  Organizers don't seem to be realiz-
ing the full potential of the communications they have available.  I don't 
think anyone had a log of the whole event.  On the other hand, with only 
tens of competitors, it quickly becomes obvious when one of them goes 
missing.  Everybody signs wavers saying they won't sue anyone, so maybe 
they don't really need a record.  

When they change frequency for a new stage, those who are 
caught unaware just scan through the band until they find where 
they  are supposed to be, so maybe it works well enough.  Some of 
them think that the way to call VE3XXX is to get on the air and 
say "VE3XXX" and stop.  Since VE3XXX knows he didn't say 
that, it must be someone else looking for him.  Maybe he recog-
nizes the voice, and maybe he has to ask, so he can answer the 
unknown caller. So who needs a protocol anyway?  

 A lot of these guys (and a few gals) are new hams, who have  
crammed to get a licence, and thus have no experience and not 
much training in doing this kind of thing.  They are learning as 
they go. That has me wondering what are they going to learn.  
Would we (the old pharts) feel better if they picked up our habits 
(good and bad) than if they were left to develop their own jargon 
and procedures? 

I think if we don't want them 10-4ing each other all weekend, we  
better get out there and help them out. 

So I guess, if they ask, I'm going back. 

By the way, the Motorsport Club of Ottawa is holding their next 
rally Jan 11 at night, and needs radio ops. Holler if you want to 
play. 

73..     Remember to have fun, whatever else you are doing. 

mk  VE3FFK 

MK’s WordsMK’s WordsMK’s WordsMK’s Words    
Oh, Rally?!    

From: RAC Headquarters                                
Date: November, 2002                                   
Subject: Election Results - Pacific Region 
 
On Friday, November 15, 2002, the Committee of Tellers, 
consisting of Gary Hyatt, VE3MJT, George Roach, VE3BNO, 
and Hans Van den Berg VE3REL met at the RAC Headquarters 
to count the ballots received for the election of Director for the 
Pacific Region. Bill Rothwell, VE3FGW, RAC Treasurer,  
represented the RAC Executive, and confirmed the findings of 
the Committee. 
 
The results follow: 
 
Ballots sent out:1203 
Ballots returned undeliverable by Post Office: 5  
Ballots returned: 671  
Ballots spoiled: 3  
Total valid ballots: 668  
 
Candidate: Dennis Livesey VE7DK: 429  
Candidate: Ralph Webb VE7OM: 239 
 
The committee of tellers declares that the successful candidate 
for the Pacific Region is Dennis Livesey VE7DK. 
 
Mr. Livesey will commence his two-year term of office on 
January 1, 2003. 
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The OTTAWA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. awards annually the 
Joe Norton Trust Award for the advancement of amateur radio. The 
amount of this award is approximately $500. 

ELIGIBILITY: 
To be eligible, a candidate must: 
1. Be a resident of the National Capital Region as defined by the official 
federal government map. 
2. Have received a Certificate of Proficiency in radio from Industry Can-
ada during the period June 1, 2000 to June 1, 2002. 
3. Send a written submission of no less than 600 words and no more than 
900 words to the executive of the OTTAWA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
INC., setting out his or her interests, achievements and plans to contribute 
to the advancement of amateur radio. 
4. Present him/herself for an interview if so requested by the judges. 

 
RULES 
1. Entries must be received on or before February 5, 2003. No entries 
received after that date will be considered. 
2. The club will send an acknowledgment in writing upon receipt of an 
application. 
3. A panel of judges appointed by the executive of the OTTAWA AMA-
TEUR RADIO CLUB INC. will evaluate all entries. 
4. Finalists may be interviewed by members of the executive of the OT-
TAWA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC., the panel of judges, or both. 
5. Submissions will not be returned. 
6. If the judges do not select a candidate in any year, no award shall be 
made in that year and the monies shall return to the trust fund. 
7. All decisions of the executive of the OTTAWA AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB INC. are final. 
8. The winner will be notified on or before February 14, 2003. 
9. The winner will notify the OTTAWA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
INC. of his or her acceptance of the award no later than February 21, 
2003. 
10. The award will be made during the regular meeting of the OTTAWA 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. in March 2003. 
11. The winner agrees to have his or her name, photograph and address 
published in club bulletins, trade papers and magazines, and on the 
airwaves. 

 
Send your entry, to be received no later than February 5, 2003 to: 
Joe Norton Trust Award 
OTTAWA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. 
Box 8873 
Ottawa, ON 
K1G 3J2 

Joe Norton AwardJoe Norton AwardJoe Norton AwardJoe Norton Award    Hello OARC members:  

Upcoming RAC Winter Contest and the OARC...  

At our last general meeting, Dave Goodwin 
VE2ZP talked to us about the world of contesting. 
A show of hands indicated that about half of the attendees have tried 
this form of ham-activity. We were so impressed by Dave's speech, and 
the thought of trying a bit of contesting ourselves, that we have applied 
for, and received, permission to use the VE3RAC callsign for the up-
coming 'RAC Canada Winter Contest'.  

Here is a brief intro to this contest:  

In December of each year, Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) sponsors 
the Canada Winter Contest. Amateurs all over the world are invited to 
participate. The Contest period is: 0000 UTC to 2359 UTC, 28 Decem-
ber 2002. Bands and modes: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6 and 2 metres, 
CW and phone. More information can be found in the November/
December edition of TCA on pages 64-65.  

There were a number of amateurs at the meeting who expressed inter-
est in participating in a contest, but didn't want to do it all on their own. 
Well, this is a fantastic opportunity to get a few friends together and 
give contesting a try. Fun is what amateur radio is all about!  

At this point, we are looking for people who are interested in partici-
pating, either by volunteering their station or their time. This year, the 
focus will be operating from home stations, rather than from the RAC 
(Ottawa) office. Please contact me, Ben Price at VE3CDA@rac.ca, or 
come to the next OARC meeting, scheduled for December 11th at Ot-
tawa City hall.  

Rogers Television appearance by VE3CDA...  

As part of our club's Public Awareness activities, I will be appearing 
on Rogers Television to talk about our club and amateur radio. The 
name of the program is 'Daytime' and it will be broadcast on December 
9th from 11:00 to 12:00. I will have a 6 minute segment in which to 
tell people some of the fun things about the OARC and invite them to 
our next general meeting, scheduled for December 11th.  

Thanks, and hope to see you at the next meeting.  

Ben Price VE3CDA  

President 2002-2003 O.A.R.C.  

ve3cda@rac.ca  

 

From the Ottawa Citizen.     Obituaries (12/01/02) 

 
NOBLE, Fred K. VE3 BAJ At the General Hospital on November 30, 2002, in his  88th year. Beloved husband of Beatrice Marion (Cook). Sur-
vived by his son  William Frederick, of Calgary. Private arrangements entrusted to the care  of McEvoy-Shields Funeral Home. Interment of ashes 
to take place in St.  Andrew's and St. James Cemetery, Orillia. Grateful thanks for the care and  assistance received at the General Hospital. 

From The Desk of the OARC President From The Desk of the OARC President From The Desk of the OARC President From The Desk of the OARC President     
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From: RAC Headquarters                                
Date: November 14, 2002     
Subject: 5 MHz Experiment 
 
The Marconi Amateur Radio Club of Newfoundland, 
under the  leadership of Joe Craig, VO1NA, will conduct a three phase  
propagation experiment at approximately 5.3 Mhz. The three  phases 
have been authorized for 22-25 November 2002, 20-23  December 
2002, and 20-23 June, 2003. The call sign will be  VO1MRC. Planned 
frequencies and modes are CW (A1A) and USB SSB (J3E)on: 5260, 
5269, 5280 5290 5319 and 5329 and possibly 5400 and 5405 KHz. 
 
For further details, contact Joe Craig, VO1NA at:                      
jcraig@morgan.ucs.mun.ca. 
 
Industry Canada authorized the experiment plan which was  
developed by Mr. Craig with the endorsement of Radio 
Amateurs of Canada. 

From DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green Light    
        Is It Fixed Yet?Is It Fixed Yet?Is It Fixed Yet?Is It Fixed Yet?    

Cary Honeywell VE3EVCary Honeywell VE3EVCary Honeywell VE3EVCary Honeywell VE3EV    

There is a lot of responsibility involved in being a technician at CBC. 
For one thing, outages can be costly. Equipment failure can be costly. 
Missed schedules can be costly. Overtime is costly. Stupidity is costly. 

I’m not saying that any of the following are examples of stupidity. I’ll 
leave that verdict up to you. Nevertheless, what we did while maintain-
ing the CBC’s Ottawa area transmitters can often  border on the insane.  

Case in point: the AM site, situated near Manotick until its closure, 
housed four transmitters. Two AM English and two AM French. Each 
pair was made up of a main 50 kilowatt and standby 10 kilowatt trans-
mitter. Each 50 kilowatt transmitter was made up of two cabinets and a 
smaller semi-attached isolation transformer. This unit sat at one end of 
the English  transmitter but wasn’t really attached to the rest of the 
beast except by it AC connections that powered the whole thing.  

As part of our constant attempt to avoid complete boredom when noth-
ing was broken, we used to come up with practical jokes. Some had a 
tendency to backfire. Scaring the unwary was a good way of breaking 
the monotony. In one episode, one of us, I won’t say who, decided to 
scare another tech, I won’t say who, by climbing up on top of the trans-
mitter and then assaulting the victim from above. The easiest way was 
to climb up on a chair and cross onto the isolation transformer, then 
crawl from there up on top of the transmitter.  The hardest part turned 
out to be crawling from the transformer to the main transmitter cabinet. 
It became obvious very quickly that there was a voltage differential 
between the cabinets.  The intended victim became just a spectator to 
the event as the jokster took a full gainer off the top on the equipment.  

None of us died of heart failure however I’m sure it was close. .Scaring 
someone out of their wits almost became a contact sport. 

The transmitter site itself was located on a large parcel of land out 
in the country. The large size of the property was necessitated by 
the large number of transmitter towers needed to phase the signal in 
a certain direction, thus avoiding the possibility of interfering with a 
station in Lake Placid, New York. As a result, our signal was really 
good in Maniwaki Quebec, but barely readable in Rockliffe Park. 
There was a stretch on Churchill avenue where the signal disap-
peared altogether. Nevertheless, Lake Placid was saved. On our 
graveyard shifts, someone almost always had to go out to the tower 
huts to confirm that nothing had blown up since the last shift. Most 
of the time you would drive out to avoid stumbling into a stray cow 
that might be minding its own business just standing in the field. 
(We allowed a local farmer to let his cattle graze on the property).   

On one particularly dark night one of our techs decided to go out 
there on his own in the truck. Of course he drove since courage 
wasn’t one of his virtues. The joker, however, followed him out 
there by foot. Upon reaching the most isolated hut on the farm, the 
driver stopped, turned off the motor and proceeded to the hut in the 
dark. His eyes, by this time, were used to the dark so finding his 
way wasn’t a problem. The mistake he made, and the one the joker 
counted on, was, upon entering the hut, he turned on the interior 
light. This destroyed his night vision. The joker crept up to the hut 
and hid himself off to one side of the door and waited. After five 
minutes, the victim finished his work and proceeded to leave the 
hut, making sure the turn the interior light off. Most huts had an 
outside light, just above the door. In the case here, the light had 
burnt out, or had been unscrewed. The joker waited until the victim 
was between the hut and the car before letting out a loud moan. The 
victim stopped in his tracks. After a few seconds the victim started 
to move again. Slowly. I’m sure the whites of his eyes were visible 
from the road. The next scream from the joker set the victim off 
running like a freighted Gazelle. He bounded into the truck and 
took off  out of there as fast as he could, leaving the joker to find his 
own way back. Through the cows of course. The joke was turned on 
him because he walked into several cows before he could find his 
way back to the building. He had forgotten to bring a flashlight. 
Ever walk into a sleeping cow? 

One other prank that was pulled was an old chestnut of a joke. On 
the day shift, towards the end of the day, someone decided to dress 
up a coat tree to look like some big burly man. Hat included. Once 
completed, the dummy was placed just inside the front door waiting 
for the graveyard shift to arrive.  The outside light was also disabled 
just for effect. Must have given the victim quite a start at one in the 
morning. 

The Cornwall FM site seemed to be a place of comfort. If fact it had 
its own toilet which was called an “Incinollator”. If you wanted to 
clear the building, all you had to do was visit the facilities and then 
hit the burn button. Incredibly bad smell. You usually did this when 
one of the techs had a transmitter in pieces under repair. It was his 
duty to put it back in service even if the smell was bad enough to 
melt the wallboards. The joker then became fair game.  

Camp Fortune was a jokers dreamland. Besides the cold fire extin-
guisher in the crotch and the royal order of the black hammer, one 
of the more startling jokes was to trip the generator on while a tech 
was in the generator room. The result was usually a quick visit to 
the john for repairs. Once in the john, you were then subject to the 
royal order of the black hammer. You couldn’t win if you  tried. 



7 

Dec 2002 

Stupidity wasn’t restricted to just the transmitter staff. It seemed to 
wear off on other as well. Another case in point. 

One nice summer evening I was minding my own business sitting at 
home watching the English CBC TV. I’m not sure what was on, but at 
about 9PM, the screen suddenly went blank. I wasn’t on duty but Glen 
Foisey was and he was alone at Camp Fortune. I called up to him on the 
CBC line and got a busy signal. I then called him on the TV Ontario 
line. This one got answered. As far as Glen was concerned, everything 
was just fine with all the transmitters up there. All the FM’s, TV’s and 
studio-transmitter-links were working normally. He was as confused as 
master control as to where the problem lay. It suddenly dawned on both 
of us that there were carriers present on the appropriate frequencies, but 
no audio, video or data present. I told Glen that I was going down to the 
studios on Lanark avenue to see what I could see. 

The confusion at the studios  was less than spectacular. It almost looked 
as if the operation was shutting down for the night as usual but much 
earlier than normal. Producers, on-air staff and control personnel were 
standing about like those cows in the field at the AM site. Nobody 
knew what the problem was. In master control, all the network and lo-
cal feeds were displaying as normal. The transmitter-outage light was 
off but yet the on-air monitors were black. The problem wasn’t here. 

A bit of technical background now. Studios feed master control. Master 
control feeds the signal to the Studio-transmitter-link (STL) systems. 
The STL’s transmit the signal by microwave to Camp Fortune. The 
signals are then sent either to the transmitters, or by another STL to the 
remote transmitter site at Manotick. Everything looked as if it was 
working except for one thing. The STL at Lanark avenue is located at 
the top of the main office tower, a place we called the penthouse. That 
was my next port of call. 

The studios are in the smaller of the two buildings at Lanark. The build-
ings are connected by a walkway. At the studio end of the walkway lies 
the power room that feeds the tower. As I walked by that room on my 
way to the tower, the actual cause of our outage became painfully clear. 

Leo Rathier isn’t a Ham. He is, however in charge of all building elec-
trical systems. He had decided to replace the distribution transformer 
that fed the entire Tower; including the Penthouse! 

I interrupted Leo’s team of techs and asked Leo how long he had 
planned to be in this enterprise. He indicated that it would take several 
more hours to complete. I asked him how long it would take him to put 
the old system back in  place. I guess he thought this to be a curious 
question but admitted that it would be impossible to retrace his steps. I 
then asked him how he planned to restore the STL systems that our 
entire broadcast facility depended on, and which, in turn , depended on 
power being provided to the Penthouse. 

CBC’s presence in the eastern Ontario area that night consisted of 
really expensive dead air. I’m also sure that Leo had some explaining to 
do. 

In 1981, CBC technicians went on strike. The strike lasted six weeks 
during which time several things happened. We lost all or our nice pin-
ups which adorned the walls of the office at Camp Fortune. All our 
chairs were broken by the security guards who were stationed at Camp 

Fortune during the strike, and I acquired an expertise in computer 
programming. I would shortly be leaving the CBC transmitter sec-
tion for a career talking to computers. There was, however, one last 
kick at the cat which taught me that the obvious answer to a prob-
lem isn’t always obvious. 

When the power is interrupted at the AM site, a robotic switch is 
thrown which powers on the generator, switches the 50 kilowatt 
transmitters off and installs the backup transmitters. This takes 
about 30 seconds during which there is no signal from the site. Af-
ter 30 seconds, the CBC is once again on the air.  

Over a period of several weeks, the power at the site had bumped 
off but the transmitters remained silent. One of us would go out and 
discover that the robotic switch was thrown, the generator was off-
line and the transmitters were silent. Resetting the switch to normal 
would start the 50’s back up again and everything would be good 
again. This happened over and over again. So much so that the an-
nounce of the drive home show, “All in a Day” , would cast doubt 
on the technical expertise of our crew. He would do it on the air as 
well. That didn’t make us happy either. Each time it would happen, 
someone would go out and reset things, and everything would go ok 
until the next day. 

Finally, Glen Pack, VE3CGP, Bob Brookes, VE3SC, Rupert Patter-
son, one of out techs, and I worked a graveyard shift at the site to 
try and simulate the problem. 

The methodology was simple. Throw the main site power switch, 
disconnecting us from the mains, and watch what happens. First the 
lights would go out. Naturally. Next the robotic switch would en-
gage with a loud snap. Then the generator starts up and power is 
provided to the backup transmitters which then  start to spool up. 
After about twenty seconds there is another snap from somewhere 
and all the power is gone. The generator shuts down and there is 
silence in the building. We do this about ten times, each time ob-
serving some area of the configuration to see if there is anything 
obviously wrong. There isn’t. At least we can’t find anything. We 
all repair to the small office and talk it over. Everything is operating 
properly up until the transmitters are set to transmit, then it goes 
bad. We have replaced the robotic switch, several breakers and 
manual switches and yet the ailment persists. 

Bob and I go out again to get a fresh look. While sitting in front of 
the panel I notice a single white wire  which seems to be attached to 
one of the breakers. I ask Bob about it but he doesn’t know any-
thing about it either. We decide to see where it goes. From the 
breaker, the wire goes down to and under the floor into a wire duct. 
We pull back each floor panel and follow it along the wall then 
back up into another panel. This panel is marked “Smoke Alarm”. 
What smoke alarm? We then trace a line from the breaker side of 
this circuit. This wire goes up the wall and into the ceiling. We fol-
low it across the ceiling  and through the wall into the generator 
room. Right above the generator is a smoke alarm. Bob and I look 
at each other. Could it be? 

We throw the main switch, the power goes out, the generator goes 
on, the lights come up and the transmitters start to spool up. Now 
we detect the faint smell of diesel exhaust. At that moment the 
smoke alarm emits a beep and everything goes black. And silent! 

Nobody had ever cleaned the smoke sensor. 

                                                                VE3EV 
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Contest Calendar 
From the Winnipeg Amateur Radio Club 

December 

QRP ARCI Holiday Spirits Sprint                         2000Z Dec 1            
QRP ARCI Topband Sprint                                   1800 L Dec 4        
ARRL 160-Meter Contest                                     2200Z Dec 6         
PSK31 Death Match PSK                                      0000Z Dec 7        
TARA RTTY Sprint RTTY                                   1800Z Dec 7          
TOPS Activity 80m Contest                                  1800Z Dec 7         
ARRL 10-Meter Contest                                       0000Z Dec 14         
Great Colorado Snowshoe Run                              0200Z Dec 15        
AGB Party Contest                                                2100Z Dec 20            
OK DX RTTY Contest RTTY                               0000Z Dec 21        
Croatian CW Contest CW                                     1400Z Dec 21      
DARC Christmas Contest                                      0830Z Dec 26         
RAC Winter Contest                                              0000Z Dec 28         
Stew Perry Topband Challenge                             1500Z Dec 28        
Original QRP Contest CW                                    1500Z Dec 28 

January 

AGB NYSB Contest                                              0000Z Jan 1        
SARTG New Year RTTY Contest                        0800Z Jan 1        
AGCW Happy New Year Contest                         0900Z Jan 1        
AGCW QRP Winter Contest                                 1500Z Jan 4          
ARRL RTTY Roundup                                         1800Z Jan 4           
Hunting Lions in the Air                                        0000Z Jan 11          
Midwinter Contest CW                                          1400Z Jan 11         
North American QSO Party CW                           1800Z Jan 11      
NRAU-Baltic Contest CW                                    0530Z Jan 12      
NRAU-Baltic Contest SSB                                     0800Z Jan 12         
Midwinter Contest Phone                                      0800Z Jan 12       
DARC 10-Meter Contest                                        0900Z Jan 12                                          
LZ Open Contest CW                                            1200Z Jan 18              
MI QRP January CW                                             1200Z Jan 18          
North American QSO Party SSB                           1800Z Jan 18        
ARRL January VHF Sweepstakes                         1900Z Jan 18          
Hungarian CW                                                       0000Z Jan 19             
CQ 160-Meter Contest CW                                   2200Z Jan 24                
REF Contest CW                                                   0600Z Jan 25      
BARTG RTTY Sprint                                           1200Z Jan 25          
UBA DX Contest SSB                                           1300Z Jan 25 

From: RAC Headquarters                                
Date: December 6, 2002                                   
Subject: Canadian Callsign Database 
 
It has become apparent, through examination of records 
maintained by Industry Canada and by Radio Amateurs of 
Canada, that the Canadian callsign database is becoming 
corrupted by inaccurate information. One of the prime reasons 
for this is the failure of some Radio Amateurs to advise IC of 
address changes.  
 
Amateurs are reminded of Section 14 of Radicommunication 
Information Circular 2 (RIC-2), which states: "The holder of an 
Amateur Radio Operator Certificate shall notify the Department 
within thirty (30) days with respect to a change of mailing 
address." 
 
Please note that this refers to a MAILING address and that it is 
not an option but a requirement. 
 
------------------------------ 
Comments to: rachq@rac.ca 
------------------------------ 

From: RAC Headquarters                                
Date: November 26, 2002                                   
Subject: Ontario SM Re-elected 
 
Robert (Rob) McKenzie, VE3SJQ was recently re-elected 
Section Manager for a two-year term that will begin on March 1, 
2003 in the Ontario Section. Rob ran unopposed, eliminating the 
need for a balloted election. 

Help the OARC to represent RAC in the 
RAC Canada Winter Contest December 
28, 2002. Contact Ben Price, VE3CDA 
for more details or come to the           
December meeting and be prepared to 
volunteer. 

If you have not renewed your OARC member-
ship, then this will be the last Groundwave you 
receive unless you renew . Come to the meeting 
or mail in your membership dues NOW! 

The OARC has undertaken to provide email cop-
ies of the Groundwave rather than the mailed 
copies. A recent email poll resulted in over 75% 
of those polled would like to receive an electronic 
PDF copy of the bulletin in lieu of the mailed 
copy. With this issue We will be polling anyone 
who was not contacted last month. It is hoped that 
we can reach most members by email thus saving 
the club almost $1000 per year in costs. This will 
be the last copy of the Groundwave mailed out to 
any member who has chosen to receive it by 
email. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL 
 

Ottawa Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Box 8873 Ottawa, Ontario K1G 3J2 

 
 

O Renewal    O New   O New Ham (FREE if licensed in current membership year) 
O Single ($20 ($15 after 1 Feb))   O Family ($25)                 O Junior ($10) 
(Please note:  membership year is 1 September to 31 August)                                  
 
Family Name:__________________________   First Name/Initials: ______________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________ Prov: ____________ Postal Code: ___________ 

Home Phone: _______________ Work Phone: ________________ ext ________ 

E-mail address: __________________@_____________________________________ 

Callsign(s): |_____________| |_____________| |_____________|  Fax: _________________ 
Qualifications:      O   Basic        O     Advanced       O   Grandfathered                                  

O  5 wpm        O   12 wpm               Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Other Family Members 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:       O   Basic       O     Advanced        O  Grandfathered   

O  5 wpm     O   12 wpm                              Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:        O   Basic       O    Advanced         O  Grandfathered   

O  5 wpm      O   12 wpm                             Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:         O   Basic       O   Advanced          O  Grandfathered   

O   5 wpm     O    12 wpm                            Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Interests: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments/Suggestions: _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Would you prefer to have a mailed hard copy of the groundwave or an emailed PDF file?   

    Mailed Copy   O      Emailed PDF Copy  O      Email Address ____________________________ 
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Bytown Marine Limited 
5 Corvus Court 
Ottawa, K2E 7Z4 

Tel: (613) 723-8424 
Fax: (613) 723-0212 
gwalker@bml.ca    


