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Check out our Web Page: www.oarc.net 

NOV MEETING 7:30, Nov 12th in the Honeywell room at Ottawa 
City Hall  

Formal acceptance of the presentation booth! (This time for real!) 

 

The President’s Podium  4 DC to Green Light 6  

We have a VP!. Dianne Bruce, VA3DB, has joined the ranks of the ex-
ecutive. I have known her for many years and am confident that she will 
be a valuable asset to the club.  

We are still looking for a deserving Amateur for the Joe Norton award. 
Remember: you need to nominate yourself. Don’t wait for someone else 
to do it for you. It doesn’t work that way. Check page 6 for more details. 
The deadline says November 10 but submit an entry anyway. 

We are fast approaching what we now call the “Holiday Season”. I still 
call it Christmas. It works for me. Check the Swap net and Bytown Ma-
rine for your most desired Christmas present. I am sure you will find 
something. If not, I have lots of stuff you can have for free, but then you 
probably have just as much. 

We welcome Mike, VE3FFK, back to the pages of the Groundwave af-
ter a short absence. Nice to have you back Mike. Now I won’t have to 
fill the pages with material from other available sources. 

“From DC to Green Light” makes an appearance once again. This time I 
will delve into the past once again and dredge up some memories of the 
beginnings of CARF. Respectfully of course. Perhaps once some of you 
see the work that went into the creation of RAC by both CARF, CRRL 
and ARRL you will be more willing to renew your RAC membership. 
Or you may be encouraged to join if you are not already a member. 

President Ben has another column in this issue and we will also see the 
return of the Contest Calendar as provided by the Manitoba Amateur 
Radio Club. Kudos to Derek Hay, VE4HAY for his work. 
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Club Information 
 
The Ottawa Amateur Radio Club Inc. is an association of Radio 
Amateurs devoted to the promotion of interest in Amateur Radio 
communications in the National Capital Area and to the advancement and 
achievement of club members. 
 
Regular Meetings of the OARC Inc. are held on the second Wednesday 
of each month (except July and August) in the Richmond Room (2nd floor 
of the Old Teacher's College) of Ottawa City Hall (formerly Regional 
Municipality of Ottawa Carleton Headquarters) on Lisgar Street. Meetings 
commence at approximately 19:30 hours. Further details about each 
meeting is elsewhere in this publication. 
 
Executive Meetings of the OARC Inc. are normally held on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 19:30 hours. Contact the President to 
confirm the date, time and place of the next meeting. 

The CAPITAL CITY FM Net meets every Monday at 20:00 hours on the club repeater VE2CRA to pass traffic 
and to make announcements of interest to Amateurs in the NationalCapital Region. 
 
The SWAP Net is a service provided and conducted by Dan Reardon, VE3GUU. This feature appears on the 
Capital City FM Net. To list items and make inquiries, call Dan Reardon at 721-3339 or e-mail him at 
ve3guu@igs.net. Also available on the web: http://www.igs.net/~swap 
 
The POT-HOLE Net is a SSB/HF net sponsored by the Ottawa Valley Mobile Radio Club and is conducted  
every Sunday at 10:00 hours on 3.760 MHz. All amateurs are welcome to check in. 
 
The POT-LID CW Net is an informal slow-speed CW net sponsored and conducted by Ed Morgan, VE3GX, and 
meets every Sunday, except during July and August, at 11:00 hours on 3.620 MHz, to promote interest in CW and 
CW procedures. 
 
The QCWA CHAPTER 70 Net meets every Thursday evening at 20:00 hours  on repeater VE3TEL, 147.03 You 
do not have to be a QCWA member to participate. 
 

The Ottawa Valley VHF/UHF SSB Net is sponsored by the West Carleton ARC. Look for it every Tuesday night 
(except the first Tuesday of the month) around 21:00 on 144.250, (listening on 50.150, 432.150, 222.150 and 
1296.100  as well.) Horizontal polarization is encouraged although vertical will work 

Voice   (VHF)      146.94/146.34   100Hz output tone 
           (UHF)        443.300/448.300 

VE3ATV Amateur Fast Scan Television Repeater 
Video/audio beacon & input 439.25 MHz (audio sub. 443.75) 
Video/Audio output 914 MHz (FM) 

IRLP  Node 2040   146.94/146.34  (VE2CRA/VE3RC) 
                                (Code 411 for info) (Code 204 for activity) 
                                (Code 88 for time) 
For further information please contact the Repeater Chair. 
 
Note:  The IRLP link not connected to ECHOLINK. Please do not try 
to connect using the alpha keys on your keypad. It just confuses the 
operator. 
 
Note: The IRLP link is disabled during the Capital City Net each 
Monday. It is disabled from 2000 to 2145  Mondays except for May to 
August when the link is disabled from 2000 to 2020.    
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Please support your 
 local radio organisations. 

They support you!  

The Ottawa Amateur Radio Club 
bulletin “Groundwave” is 
published and distributed to club 
members by mail. Publication 
dates may vary but it is hoped 
that the bulletin arrives at its  
destination before the events 
listed in it have expired. The 
bulletin is not published for July 
and August when meetings do not 
occur. Every effort is made to 
provide accurate information in 
the bulletin, however we are all 
human and mistakes can be 
made.  The OARC accepts no 
responsibility for any damages 
that may result from this. The 
opinions expressed in  this 
bulletin are  only those of  the  
author. 

VE3TEN 
Tuning in the beacon so 
that it makes sense 
requires you tune to 
28.175 on cw and read 
the tone that is there . 
The spaces between the 
elements are the higher 
tone. If that doesn’t 
work, tune to 28.175.28 
on lower sideband for 
better results.  

Articles may be submitted for use 
in this publication provided that 
they portray events or activities 
that promote Amateur Radio. 
Letters and comments are also 
welcome. Submissions may be 
made by mail addressed to the 
Editor care of the OARC, or by e-
mail to “ve3ev@rac.ca”. 
Deadline for submissions occurs 
on the last Monday of the month 
preceding any regular meeting of 
the OARC. 
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Minutes of the October General Meeting 

Oct 8, 2003 19:30 
The meeting was called to order by the president.  There were 32 present 
including two guests, Karen Price and Peter Jago (VA3PJ). 

There were two corrections to the September minutes.  The QCWA QSO 
Party was held on October 4 not October 24.  Peter Hafichuk’s name 
should have been capitalized.  It was moved by John Senez (VA3JBS) 
and seconded by Ben Price (VE3CDA) that the amended minutes of the 
September meeting be accepted and the motion was carried. 

It was moved by Fred Green (VE3IO) and seconded by Ben Price 
(VE3CDA) that the Groundwave editor, Cary Honeywell, be given a 
hearty vote of thanks by the membership for the excellent work he does 
in putting out the monthly newsletter.  The motion was carried. 

It was moved by Clare Fowler (VE3NPC) and seconded by Diane Bruce 
(VA3DB) that US$120 be sent  to AMSAT for the club’s membership.  
The motion carried.  Clare also noted that the OARC placed 7th out of 30 
clubs for satellite stations operating on emergency power at Field Day 
this year. 

The club is looking for volunteers to man the promotional booth at public 
events this fall and winter.  The first event is at the St. Laurent shopping 
centre on Nov. 14.  Submissions for the Joe Norton award are being ac-
cepted now.  See the details in the September Groundwave.  Anyone in-
terested in going to Dayton in 2004 should see Ben Price.  He is organiz-
ing a bus tour to the Hamvention at an estimated cost of about US$500. 

Doug Leach (VE3XK) reported on some of the work being done by RAC 
on behalf of amateurs.  RAC is preparing a brief on their recommendation 
for the licensing structure now that Morse code is no longer mandatory at 
the international level.  RAC is also preparing a response to the antenna 
support structure issue raised by Industry Canada.  Doug also pointed out 
the challenge from the Almonte Radio Repeater League to match its do-
nation of $100 to the RAC Youth Education Fund. 

Diane Bruce (VA3DB) has volunteered to be Vice-President for this year.  
Thank you Diane. 

The RAC video “The Transatlantic Tests” describing early amateur trans-
atlantic communications was shown. 

The 50-50 draw of $17.05 was won by George Roach (VE3BNO). 

The next general meeting will be held on November 12.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 21:50. 

 

Ian, VE3IGJ, Secretary 

Internet Radio Linking Internet Radio Linking Internet Radio Linking Internet Radio Linking     

ProjectProjectProjectProject    

We are almost ready to move the node from my basement to the 
CHUM building. All that remains is for me to pull it from the rack and 
make a few software changes. The node may be down for a few days 
while we migrate but that’s progress I suppose. 

“Name That Tune” was playing on the system a while back. Won’t 
these guys learn? I just turn it off and they continue to hack away into 
dead air.  

A minor complication has arisen in the world of IRLP. The operating 
system used is Red Hat Linux. The company that offers the software is 
discontinuing the distribution in favor of its big expensive enterprise 
flagship. That leaves those of us who use the software to seek alterna-
tives. It may not affect our node much as long as we can keep the exist-
ing configuration going. Looks like Red Hat is joining the ranks of 
other software companies like Microsoft…. And we all know how con-
fident we are in that companies products. 

NOT! 

Once a year the IRLP gang gets together in Las Vegas during the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasters convention. Seems there are a lot of 
broadcast engineers in the ranks of IRLP owners  and builders. I keep 
hoping the club will spring for the $1000 it takes to send me there 
but… hope springs eternal. Hey! It’s a project! Can’t I use project 
funds? Nobody else seems to be using them. (That’s a hint! Better start 
coming up with club projects or I will use this year’s funds on a fast 
trip to “Fantasy Land”!) 

I will fill you all in on the move after it happens. Should be interesting. 
The signal should be stronger as well. I hope that we will soon be on a 
UHF link which will eliminate many other minor problems. 

                              Cary  VE3EV 

The CQ WW SSB Contest just completed. This was my first HF con-
test. 
Unfortunately I had other activities planned this week-end, so I could-
n't 
go the 48 hours straight :) I had no idea of the capacity of this contest 
until I turned my radio on. You really would have to hear it to believe 
it, if you haven't. Next year I will try to plan a dedicated week-end for 
this event, maybe even a DXpedition. 
http://www.yashy.com/~ve3url/cqwwlog.txt 
 
Cheers, 
-- 
73 DE VE3URL 
 

URL’s URLsURL’s URLsURL’s URLsURL’s URLs    
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far I’ve got a few people interested for our 
club. Feel free to invite people from other clubs or anyone who is 
interested. I’d really love to see a bus rolling down the highway 
headed for Dayton. 

Presentation Booth Handoff - Trillium Foundation 

November is the month that the Ontario Trillium Foundation people 
will be on hand to do the hand-off of the public awareness booth. 
Representatives from local government and the Trillium Foundation 
will be on hand at the November meeting to hand over the keys to the 
Ottawa Amateur Radio Club on the most up-to-date presentation 
booth around.  It’s a beauty! 

Public Awareness Drive… 

Now that we have a beautiful presentation booth, it is up to us to get 
out there and raise public awareness about amateur radio by going to 
shopping centers, schools, churches and any other place where a short 
presentation on some of the aspects of our hobby would be enjoyed. I 
am looking for people to assist me with presenting, or for suggestions 
for places to present, hopefully along with their contact names and 
numbers. If you would like to be involved in the public awareness 
drive, please let me know. 

The first presentation has already been scheduled for the St. Laurent 
Shopping Centre on Friday, November 14th, and we are looking for 
people to man the booth during the day, as well as the evening.  This 
will be a ‘trial run’ to try out the new booth. Please stop by and say 
hello, or sign up to ‘work the booth’ for a bit. 

Web-site… 

We are working on updating the OARC website www.oarc.net so you 
may see changes during the next few months. Please report any 
strange behavior to the WebMaster. 

Parting thoughts… 

I’ve been working on putting up a small tower in my backyard this 
summer and it finally happened a week or so ago. Although I’ve been 
licensed for 20 years or so, this is my first tower and I am as excited 
as a 4 year old on Halloween. Now I can’t wait to try some of the 
bands that are new to me, and do all kinds of stuff I only dreamed 
about a year ago. One of the things I plan on doing is to invite my 
neighbours over, one at a time, to see the shack and talk to them a bit 
about why I am so excited about amateur radio. That’s how it works 
in amateur radio, one contact at a time. 

                             Ben VE3CDA 

President’s PodiumPresident’s PodiumPresident’s PodiumPresident’s Podium    

Hey there, it’s the President’s Podium. I’ve traveled 7,000 miles since the 
last time we’ve spoken. Lots of stuff to talk about… 

Getting the most from the OARC meetings… 

While telephoning the membership to remind them of the upcoming 
OARC meeting, some of the members said that it’s a challenge for them to 
hear what is being said. So, last meeting we tried using our brand new 
sound system and that seemed to work OK. If you would like to sit closer 
to the front, either to help you see or hear please don’t be shy. It must be 
frustrating to come to the meetings and not be able to hear or see what is 
going on. 

New Vice President… 

We have a new OARC Vice President. It is VA3DB Diane Bruce. Please 
join me in welcoming Diane and wish her the best for the remainder of this 
operational year. 

What do YOU want from the club? 

We will once again be handing out a simple questionnaire at the December 
general meeting so you can have the opportunity to identify the things you 
like, and the things you would like improved. Please give a bit of thought 
between now and then about what you would like to see from the club (and 
what things you can DO for the club too!). 

Coast Guard link … 

At the last meeting, some members wanted to know what happened to the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary radio spots that were made earlier this year. Here is 
the link to the sound files which can be found on the Canadian Coast 
Guard Auxiliary website   http://www.ccga-gcac.org/gallery/audios_e.asp 

 

 

Scotland… 

My lovely wife Karen and I had a wonderful trip to Scotland in October. 
As you might imagine, there were a lot of Scottish people there, as well as 
sheep. We rented a car and drove from Glasgow around the top of Scot-
land and back to Edinburgh, then back to Glasgow.  Although there were-
n’t many amateurs along the way, I did make some contacts in Edinburgh. 

 

 

 

Dayton… 

It’s really only 6 months and a bit before we head off to the Mecca of ama-
teur radio, Dayton. If you are interested in going, please let me know. So  

Our club is only as good as the members we have 
in the club 

Participation is a good way to show that! 

Sailing, sailing, over the 
ocean blue… 

This is the world famous Hara 
Arena… 

This is the Castle (Urquhart) at Loch Ness… 
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RAC Bulletin 03-028  
Brief report by Radio Amateurs of Canada at the con-
clusion of the twenty-first IC-RAC Canadian Amateur 
Radio Advisory Board meeting held in Ottawa, ON, 
October 23, 2003. 
 
Among several on-going regulatory subjects on the agenda, were the 
following: 

• RAC presented its Board-approved recommendation that Morse code 
be dropped as a qualification requirement. 

•  
* Possible options for consideration related to four-character call sign 
suffixes were discussed. 

•  
* RAC provided IC with a copy of its submission to the Committee 
on the National Antenna Tower Policy Review. 

•  
* RAC's efforts to bring more young people into Amateur Radio 
through the RAC Youth Education Program were introduced and dis-
cussed. 
 
Industry Canada invited RAC to submit detailed proposals on drop-
ping Morse code and the use of four-character call signs. Industry 
Canada expressed appreciation to RAC for its prompt and compre-
hensive response to the department's request for input on significant 
changes to regulations arising out of the WRC-2003 decisions. 
 
RAC was represented by President Bill Gillis, VE1WG, Vice-
president Regulatory Affairs Jim Dean, VE3IQ, and Directors David 
Nimmo, VE1NN, and Bj Madsen, VE5FX. Also participating through 
presentation of their work as members of the RAC Ad Hoc Commit-
tee on qualifications were: Bob Kavanagh, VE3OSZ and Brice 
Wightman, VA2BW/VE3EDR 
 
Industry Canada was represented by Senior Director, Spectrum Man-
agement, Mike Connolly, Director Eastern Ontario District Office and 
Amateur Radio Service Centre Line Perron, Directorate of Spectrum 
Operations staff members, Rob Cepella and Gary Steckly, and Harold 
Carmichael, Program Manager, Quebec City District Office. 

RATS! The computer ate my article. You're lucky I have a good 
memory. The problem is that it is ...wait a minute, I remember hear-
ing that joke too many times. 
 
I had hoped to get out and do a little more bike mobile and portable 
hamming before the WX gets really bad. I guess we are fortunate that 
our weather hasn't been so terrible that we make the news, like some 
other places, but it is getting me down. I haven't even looked at my 
antennas for weeks now. It is looking like there will be no "most in-
teresting contact" from me for President Ben, for the second month in 
a row. The closest thing to an interesting contact happened when I 
was 
helping a ham knock a new hole in his new house to get the coax into 
the sky without going through the window. It started with "By the 
way, don't close the door, it's locked"...You can guess the rest, but it 
doesn't have much to do with radio, so I won't go into the details here. 
 
Maybe the mega storm the sun is sending us about now will bring a 
few 2m auroral contacts with it. Things should pick up for me soon, 
as there are three events coming up in local radio this weekend (Nov 
1/2). There is a transmitter hunt at 11:00 AM on Saturday, followed 
by a car rally from about 21:00 Saturday to 05:00 Sunday, and a re-
peater  
council meeting Sunday afternoon. Somewhere in all that, I might just 
squeeze in a bit of operating during the ARRL 
CW Sweepstakes contest. 
 
How about you? did you make any interesting Q's during the SSB 
contest last weekend? Is anything else happening in radio around your 
place? How about putting something on paper 
(or e-paper) so Cary doesn't have to pad the Groundwave with stuff 
you can read elsewhere? 
If the feedback I get is any indication, what hams really want to hear 
is  
what is happening locally, and if you don't type, we won't know. Send 
it to Cary at his RAC address. Anyway, that's about all from here. I 
really hope that by next time I'll be over October. 
 
73, & keep radiating 

mk VE3FFK 
 

Mk’s WordsMk’s WordsMk’s WordsMk’s Words    

Amateur Radio as a hobby is always on a rocky 
road for survival no matter what country you live 
in. It is imperative that you give full support to your 
national organization be it RAC in Canada or 
ARRL in the states. Canadian organizations have 
always been at the front of the pack when defending 
our hobby. Now, more than ever, RAC needs your 
support. Please consider joining NOW. Or better 
yet, give someone you know a Christmas present of  
an RAC membership. We all win that way. 

From DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green Light    
        Rough BeginningsRough BeginningsRough BeginningsRough Beginnings    

Cary Honeywell VE3EVCary Honeywell VE3EVCary Honeywell VE3EVCary Honeywell VE3EV    

Over the past thirty eight years I have been fortunate to know more 
than my share of great people in the hobby of Amateur Radio. Most 
of these people have entered my life through my unfailing ability to 
get myself deep into trouble of one sort or another. That isn’t to say 
that everything I do puts me it hot water but I always seem to find the 
easiest path to a tough time when easy times are far more suitable. I 
don’t like to “name-drop” (much) but it can’t be helped here. There 
are too many players in this performance and it isn’t easy to pass up 
the chance to give credit where credit is due.                        Cont…. 
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The OTTAWA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. awards 
annually the Joe Norton Trust Award for the advancement of 
Amateur Radio. The amount of this award is approximately $500. 

ELIGIBILITY: 

To be eligible, a candidate must: 

1. Be a resident of the National Capitol Region as defined by the 
official Government of Canada map. 

2. Have received a Certificate of Proficiency in radio from Industry 

Canada during the period June 1, 2001 to June 1, 2003.. Send 
a written submission of no less than 600 words and no more 
than 900 words to the executive of the OTTAWA 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC., setting out his or her 
interests, achievements and plans to contribute to the 
advancement of Amateur Radio. 

4. Present him/herself for an interview if so requested by the 
judges. 

RULES 

1. Entries must be received on or before November 10, 2003. 
No entries received after that date will be considered. 

2. The club will send an acknowledgement in writing upon 
receipt of an application. 

3. A panel of judges appointed by the executive of the 
OTTAWA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. will evaluate all 
entries. 

4. Finalists may be interviewed by members of the executive 
of the OTTAWA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC, the panel 
of judges, or both. 

5. Submissions will not be returned. 

6. If the judges do not select a candidate in any year, no 
award shall be made in that year and the monies shall return 
to the trust fund. 

7. All decisions of the executive of the OTTAWA 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. are final. 

8. The winner will be notified on or before November 19, 
2003. 

9. The winner will notify the OTTAWA AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB INC. of his or her acceptance of the award no later 
than November 26, 2003. 

10. The award will be made during the regular meeting of the 
OTTAWA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. in December. 

11. The winner agrees to have his or her name, photograph 
and address published in the club bulletins, trade papers and 
magazines, and on the airwaves.  

Send your entry, to be received no later than November 10, 
2003 to: 

Joe Norton Trust Award 

OTTAWA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. 

Box 8873 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada   K1G 3J2 

The  Joe Norton AwardThe  Joe Norton AwardThe  Joe Norton AwardThe  Joe Norton Award    

The first act in this play starts with Doug Burrill, VE3CDC (SK) resigning 
as editor of the OARC Groundwave. Yes. This one. Nobody rushed in to 
replace him either. His penchant for sensational reporting was a hard act to 
follow. At that meeting I was sitting with Tony Vandenbelt, VK6BBM (ex 
3FXG) who was listening to this twenty something neophyte complaining 
that there was nothing for him (me) to do in Amateur Radio. Next thing I 
know I’m the editor of the Groundwave! There was a time when being 
President of the OARC was number one on the pecking order, and the 
Groundwave editor was number two. When a new executive was voted 
into office it wasn’t long afterwards that the Director of the Canadian Divi-
sion of the ARRL would arrive on the scene to greet the new Pres and dis-
cuss matters of interest. Mind you,  with a membership closing in on the 
three hundred mark, the OARC was considered a very influential entity 
deserving the best of care from any organization hoping to survive in Can-
ada. Today it is impossible to get that many Amateurs to agree on anything 
let alone joining a club. But in the 70’s it seemed important to press the 
flesh with each new executive. My first editorial put an end to that. I don’t 
remember the subject but I know Doug fed me the material and I ex-
pounded on it. I suspect it had something to do with Noel Eaton, VE3CJ, 
then Canadian Director, and it probably had something to do with Ameri-
can influence in Canadian Amateur Radio. Those were Doug’s passions.  

Doug Burrill was a devote Canadian; to the point of absolute passion. Give 
him a cause and he would go with it until he dropped. His language had a 
degree of salt in it that would often get him in trouble. His pen was his 
sword and his journalistic skills were his assets. It is probable that he was 
encouraged to leave the post of editor due to a less than desirable and obvi-
ously caustic approach to reporting Amateur Radio politics. He was in-
volved with a new organization called the Canadian Amateur Radio Fed-
eration which had started under the auspices and care of several executive 
members of the Radio Society of Ontario.  

Being the new editor and not being one of those invited to be feted by the 
ARRL’s Canadian Director, I was, instead, feted by Doug. He saw to it 
that I was invited to one of the CARF executive meetings being held in 
Kingston Ontario, where CARF was based. My first meeting with the 
crowd was more important to me than I was aware of at the time. The main 
discussion was about the new CARF publication TCA, The Canadian 
Amateur. Gil Stevens, VE3BBL (SK) was named Editor with Doug being 
assistant to him. I think that sort of hurt Doug as I’m sure he wanted the 
position for himself. That was not to be. At least for the moment.                       
                                                                               Cont page 7.. 
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Gil wasn’t in particularly good health to begin with but he managed to see 
the first few editions go to print before he succumbed to cancer. He was 
succeeded as editor by Steve Campbell, a non-Amateur who was the actual 
publisher of the magazine. Being a non-Amateur, Steve was often unable 
to identify the nuances of the politics of Amateur Radio. At the same time 
the technical jargon often escaped proper editorial discretion which re-
sulted in some very remarkable although invalid technical breakthroughs. 
Within a year, Doug was appointed editor of TCA and I ended up being his 
assistant. 

That first meeting also introduced me to a group of very talented, knowl-
edgeable and personable Amateurs. Ken Rollison, VE3CRL (SK), Art 
Blick, VE3AHU, Gil, Jim Strain, VE3BSG (SK) who was the guy who 
reamed me out after I lost a stack of T-bone steaks at a local Field Day, 
Tony Vandenbelt, VK6BBM (3FXG), Fred Robinson, VE3GCP, from 
Hamilton and several others who have passed into the history books as 
unknown participants. Later on we were joined by Ron Walsh, VE3IDW 
and another cast of players who will appear in future columns.  

One of the things that every human craves is attention. One of the best 
ways of getting attention is to volunteer. That gets everyone’s attention. 
Once Tony Vandenbelt had decided that I could take on some tasks, I was  
hitched into committees. I assisted him with the Repeater committee, I 
assisted Doug with TCA and I was Technical chair for CARF. Expecting 
lots of work to come my way I cleared my desk for the mounds of paper-
work that was sure to follow. Follow it didn’t. Actually, there was very 
little work to be done. TCA wasn’t a big publication so there wasn’t much 
space left after Doug got finished with it. Repeater coordination hadn’t 
appeared yet so the repeater committee was just a dormant account, and 
nobody asked me any technical questions so that was a just as well. You 
have to admit that there isn’t likely to be any technical aspects to a politi-
cal entity. That’s too complicated. Nevertheless it did my ego some good 
to see my name on the masthead of a national publication even though the 
audience wasn’t very big at the time. You can get used to having a position 
of influence without having to do any work to maintain it. It can also set 
you up for a big fall as well. 

Neither a committee chair or a committee member are members of the 
CARF executive but they do get invited to the various meetings that are 
normally open to anyone. Most invitees tend to decline the invitation but 
those that do generally turn out to be the ones doing all the work. Most of 
the work fell on four shoulders: President, (Art Blick), Secretary, (Ken 
Rollison), Bernie Beardsall, (VE3NB) and Doug Burrill.  Art and Ken 
were former executive members of the RSO and brought that experience to 
the table. When CARF was initially created it was based in western Can-
ada but was hampered by not having a political presence in the most popu-
lous area of the country, Ontario, and almost no presence in Ottawa where 
decisions affecting Canada are made. So it came to be that the coordinating 
and operating arm was located in Kingston Ontario and eventually most of 
the central executive was located either in Kingston, Ottawa or the Toronto 
area. Each province would elect or appoint directors which often resulted 
in candidates coming from the various provincial societies. I don’t have 
the callsign database memorized yet so I will dispense with the attempt at 
remembering all of them. When I arrived on the scene Ontario south was  

From DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green LightFrom DC to Green Light    
Continued from page 6Continued from page 6Continued from page 6Continued from page 6    

south was represented by Fred Robinson and Ontario north was rep-
resented by Jim Strain. Charlie Grove, VE3CT (SK), was legal 
council, Doug was Vice-President (I think) and some other commit-
tee chairs were staffed from Ontario. BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
the Maritimes and Newfoundland/Labrador were also represented. 
As individual membership in the Federation had not occurred yet, 
almost all these people were appointed based on their willingness to 
work or their inability to say no.  Most were workers. 

With TCA’s birth also came the birth of the individual membership 
in CARF. You cannot distribute a magazine to members if you have 
no members. Once the discussion started on this matter it soon be-
came evident that it was going to cause problems as well. CARF 
needed to incorporate, obtain a charter and create bylaws etc. All 
complicated stuff which is where Charlie Grove came in. Over a 
period of several years Charlie, a Lawyer by trade, worked with the 
executive to create a set of working papers, bylaws and corporate 
regulations that would permit CARF to operate efficiently and effec-
tively for the Amateurs of Canada. This included all the necessary 
rules for creating individual memberships in CARF for anyone who 
wanted one. This was a very frustrating task for Charlie and often 
resulted in him castigating someone at an executive meeting for sug-
gesting the impossible or reversing a detail that Charlie had worked 
long hours to perfect.  

You have to realize the dynamics of the organization at that time. It 
was made up of representatives from the various provincial organi-
zations some of whom looked at the individual CARF member as a 
threat to their own membership numbers. As well, there were mem-
bers of the executive that had a loyalty to the ARRL who had started 
to view CARF as a threat to their membership numbers and their 
cash flow. It was also felt by some ARRL types that CARF could 
not possible represent Canadian Amateur issues and concerns to 
either Canadian officials or International bodies as well as the 
ARRL and its Canadian Director Noel Eaton, VE3CJ. They were 
probably right too, however autonomy has to start somewhere for 
Canadian Amateurs and CARF was their best chance of doing so. 
The bottom line for all was money. You couldn’t hope to survive as 
a national organization if you had no money. CARF’s revenue came 
mostly from donations by the provincial societies and donations of 
material, time and effort by the local executive. It is to CARF’s 
credit that it survived the first few years at all with so much working 
against it. Over this time period an anti-ARRL attitude began to fes-
ter. ARRL was big business in the eyes of most and CARF was the 
little guy trying to squeeze in. The reality was slightly different. An 
economic change was occurring in the Americas. Domestic produc-
tion of material for Amateurs was slowly being overtaken by the 
Japanese manufacturers. Amateur radio growth was taking a differ-
ent turn . Numbers were starting to decrease. ARRL’s cash reserves 
were being slowly reduced as prices of materials and services started 
to climb. They couldn’t afford the chance of losing a base of mem-
bership in Canada and still represent all Amateurs in the Interna-
tional theatre. The fact that they assumed that they were representing 
all Amateurs tended to offend some other “National” organizations 
but the fact is that they were doing just that. And they were doing it 
very well indeed. The Canadian Director for ARRL failed to voice 
this situation to the Amateurs in Canada who were preparing to cre-
ate a national organization and it is my opinion that this failure to 
communicate created the rift between CARF and ARRL Canadian 
Division which resulted in so much of the public fighting that most 
of us seem to remember. CARF was not excluded from this error of 
communications either. Each notice released by ARRL Canadian 
Division was met with skepticism and often contempt which com-
pounded the error. 
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ARRL was perceived as the big corporation trying to take over the world 
in order to pad its bank account and send its corporate executives to the 
four corners of the world. In actual fact it was a small corporation support-
ing a large volunteer organization that supported all Amateurs, members or 
not, with coordination of major events, contests, networks, awards and 
international representation. All this done on a budget derived mostly from 
donations and revenue from the sale of memberships. The flagship of the 
ARRL was then and still is QST magazine.  

I have seen very old copies of QST. Other than the size and the addition of 
several new technologies, it has remained a constant in terms of content 
and direction since it was first published. For many years it was the only 
publication entirely devoted to Amateur radio available anywhere in the 
world. Being the only kid on the block can give you a false sense of secu-
rity  and when new families move into the neighborhood you tend to be-
come defensive or  combative. Neither are good. While CARF was in its 
formative years, QST began having competition from other “new” maga-
zines. “73”, “CQ” and “Ham Radio” magazines began to go into direct 
competition with QST and this further drained the reserves that ARRL was 
counting on to do its business.  Not only did the financial strain began to 
irritate the League, some of these same competitors began to openly criti-
cize the way the League was representing Amateurs. Wayne Green of “73” 
magazine was one of the most vocal. Of course his magazine’s subscrip-
tion base began to rival QST’s which did little to calm the fears of the 
League’s board of directors. Competition is the basis of a capitalistic soci-
ety and is supposed to result in a better product. Often it only results in a 
good product being killed off by a cheaper product which has a more flam-
boyant public image. “73” never stood a chance of bringing down QST but 
it did damage the financial base that supported all of ARRL and its field 
operations. Then came the energy crisis. All costs started to soar and this 
further drained the finances of all organizations including ARRL’s, “73”s 
and CARF’s. 

While ARRL was fighting for its life in the US, it was less concerned with 
its Canadian operation. Noel Eaton had managed to effectively represented 
Canadian interests for several years and ARRL was confident that he could 
continue at it for the foreseeable future while the League dealt with its own 
domestic problems. That is until CARF started to consider individual 
memberships. Noel had no Canadian infrastructure to operate with. Only 
the ARRL field organization, made up primarily of the members of the 
“National Traffic System” were available to him to represent the individ-
ual Canadians. The NTS was not designed to do this but it was capable of 
doing so should the situation warrant. Most of these NTS Amateurs were 
very supportive of the ARRL. They weren’t militant about it either. They 
volunteered their time, money and resources to support a field organization 
that stood out because it never failed to recognize the effort of its member-
ship. Of all things, ARRL was an organization that supported the work of 
its membership and recognized the effort with awards, field appointments 
and operating assistance. Everyone wants to feel special and ARRL ad-
dressed this desire with a tangible effort. But this effort would cost money.  
That money comes from subscriptions to QST and that income was under 
attack. The attack in Canada was perceived to be coming from CARF by 
way of individual memberships and TCA magazine. The new Canadian 
operation became the “73” magazine of the north and neither Doug Burrill 
nor I did anything to dispute this . And perhaps, in hindsight, that was un-
fortunate.  

Patriotism can often get in the way of common sense and reason. Nobody 
is immune from this affliction and the end result is usually a false sense of 
self importance and security. Wars fought out of pure patriotism are seen  

Nov 2003 

Contest Calendar                                
(courtesy Winnipeg Amateur Radio Club) 

November 2003                                                    
IPA Contest CW                                     0600Z Nov 1           
                                                               and 1400Z Nov 1         
Ukrainian DX Contest                            1200Z Nov 1                 
ARRL Sweepstakes Contest CW           2100Z Nov 1                
North American Collegiate CW             2100Z Nov 1                  
ARCI Running of the QRP Bulls           2100Z Nov 1                   
IPA Contest SSB                                    0600Z Nov 2                   
                                                               and 1400Z Nov 2           
High Speed Club CW Contest                0900Z Nov 2           
                                                                and 1500Z Nov 2         
DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest            1100Z Nov 2                  
WAE DX Contest RTTY                       0000Z Nov 8                   
Japan Int. DX Contest Phone                  0700Z Nov 8                
SARL Field Day Contest                       1000Z Nov 8                     
OK/OM DX Contest CW                       1200Z Nov 8                     
Anatolian ATA PSK31 Contest             1800Z Nov 8                       
LZ DX Contest CW                               1200Z Nov 15                   
All Austrian 160-Meter Contest             1600Z Nov 15                  
ARRL Sweepstakes Contest SSB           2100Z Nov 15                
North American Collegiate SSB            2100Z Nov 15                    
RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest CW                  2100Z Nov 15                  
CQ Worldwide DX Contest CW            0000Z Nov 29 

December 2003 

QRP ARCI Topband Sprint                    0000Z Dec 4                
ARRL 160-Meter Contest                      2200Z Dec 5                    
PSK31 Death Match                               0000Z Dec 6                  
TARA RTTY Melee Rtty                       0000Z Dec 6                
TOPS Activity 80m Contest                   1800Z Dec 6                     
QRP ARCI Hol. Spirits Sprint               2000Z Dec 7                
ARRL 10-Meter Contest                        0000Z Dec 13               
Great Colorado Snowshoe Run              0200Z Dec 14                
AGB Party Contest                                 2100Z Dec 19                  
Russian 160-Meter Contest                    2100Z Dec 19                  
OK DX RTTY Contest Rtty                   0000Z Dec 20               
Croatian CW Contest CW                      1400Z Dec 20                 
International Naval Contest                    1600Z Dec 20             
DARC Christmas Contest                      0830Z Dec 26                
RAC Winter Contest                              0000Z Dec 27                      
Stew Perry Topband Challenge              1500Z Dec 27                   
Original QRP Contest CW                     1500Z Dec 27 

as the good fight when the war is in progress. History is often less 
kind. There are many instances where participants in a war will re-
write the history books to make themselves look better in hindsight. 
Hindsight is always 20 20 but isn’t often as objective as we would 
like. Much of what I write in this series of articles is more subjective 
than I would like but I am trying to portray what I saw at the time 
with a comparison with what we know now. It is as accurate as I can 
be. All of us were deceived by our impressions and misguided by 
our egos. We were all, each side, trying to do what was best for all 
Amateurs in Canada. Like any dispute, if the participants are not 
entirely eliminated, the end result is usually that which was pre-
dicted long before the dispute started. The sad part is what fell in 
between.                                                                                                              
                                                                to be continued. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL 
 

Ottawa Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Box 8873 Ottawa, Ontario K1G 3J2 

 
O Renewal    O New   O New Ham (FREE if licensed in current membership year) 
O Single ($25 ($20 after 1 Feb)   O Family ($30)       O Junior ($15)  
Add $5.00 if you wish to have your Groundwave mailed to you.  
(Please note:  membership year is 1 September to 31 August)                                  
 
Family Name:__________________________   First Name/Initials: ______________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________ Prov: ____________ Postal Code: ___________ 

Home Phone: _______________ Work Phone: ________________ ext ________ 

E-mail address: __________________@______________________________ (For Groundwave mailing) 

Callsign(s): |_____________| |_____________| |_____________|  Fax: _________________ 
Qualifications:      O   Basic        O     Advanced       O   Grandfathered                                  

O  5 wpm        O   12 wpm               Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Other Family Members 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:       O   Basic       O     Advanced        O  Grandfathered   

O  5 wpm     O   12 wpm                              Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:        O   Basic       O    Advanced         O  Grandfathered   

O  5 wpm      O   12 wpm                             Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:         O   Basic       O   Advanced          O  Grandfathered   

O   5 wpm     O    12 wpm                            Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Interests: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments/Suggestions: _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Mailed Copy   O      Emailed PDF Copy  O       
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Bytown Marine Limited 
5 Corvus Court 
Ottawa, K2E 7Z4 

Tel: (613) 723-8424 
Fax: (613) 723-0212 
gwalker@bml.ca    


