
1 

 
  

In This Issue....  

Club Information 2 MK’s Words 4 

November Meeting Minutes 3  RAC News 5 

IRLP 3  DC to Green Light 5 

     

     

     

Dec 2004 
CLUB EXECUTIVE 
President 
Diane Bruce VA3DB 
(H) 225-9920 
db@heceta.db.net 
 
A/Past President 
George Roach VE3BNO 
(H) 234-0885 
ve3bno@rac.ca 
 
Vice -President 
Dave Green VE3TLY 
(H) 728-8606 
ve3tly@rac.ca 
 
Secretary 
Ian Jeffrey VE3IGJ  
(H) 837-7393 
ve3igi@rac.ca 
 
Treasurer 
Janice Neelands VA3PAX                                                                              
(H) 236-9291 
 va3pax@rac.ca 
 
Director 
Brian Campbell VE3ZRK 
(H) 737-3933 
ve3zrk@rogers.com 
 
Director Membership 
Ernie Brown, VE3OEB 
(613) 225-7798 
ve3oeb@rac.ca 
 
Director 
Wayne Getchell VE3CZO 
(H) 225-7989 
getchell@magma.ca 
 
Director  
Cary Honeywell VE3EV 
(H) 590-9873 
ve3ev@rac.ca 
 
Director Technical  
Harrie Jones, VE3HYS 
(H) 739-9365 
hjones@chumottawa.com 

Check out our Web Page: www.oarc.net 

DECEMBER MEETING 7:30, Dec 8th in the Honeywell room             
at  Ottawa City Hall  

  

 

 

 

Just a reminder to sign up for the multi-operator, multi-station 
OARC club entry for the RAC Winter Contest on December 18, 
0000 to 2359Z.  Email me at ve3igj@rac.ca if you are interested 
and I will forward you further information.  You can sign up for 
as little or as much operating time as you like, CW or SSB.  
Many time slots and bands are still available. 

 

I see from the RAC Bulletin Doug Leach, VE3XK is stepping 
down as Ontario North/East Regional Director of RAC and the 
post is being filled by Ben Price, VE3CDA, OARC past presi-
dent.  Many thanks to Doug for a job well done in representing 
our area over the past years.  Congratulations to Ben and good 
luck.  

 

Editor, Ian Jeffrey 
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Club Information 
 
The Ottawa Amateur Radio Club Inc. is an association of Radio 
Amateurs devoted to the promotion of interest in Amateur Radio 
communications in the National Capital Area and to the advancement and 
achievement of club members. 
 
Regular Meetings of the OARC Inc. are held on the second Wednesday 
of each month (except July and August) in the Richmond Room (2nd floor 
of the Old Teacher's College) of Ottawa City Hall (formerly Regional 
Municipality of Ottawa Carleton Headquarters) on Lisgar Street. Meetings 
commence at approximately 19:30 hours. Further details about each 
meeting is elsewhere in this publication. 
 
Executive Meetings of the OARC Inc. are normally held on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 19:30 hours. Contact the President to 
confirm the date, time and place of the next meeting.  

The CAPITAL CITY FM Net meets every Monday at 20:00 hours on the club repeater VE2CRA to pass traffic 
and to make announcements of interest to Amateurs in the NationaCapital Region. 
 
The SWAP Net is a service provided and conducted by Ed Seib, VA3ES. This feature appears on theCapital City 
FM Net. To list items and make inquiries, call Ed at 613 738 8924 or e-mail him at va3es@rac.ca. Also available 
on the web: http://www.igs.net/~swap 
 
The POT-HOLE Net is a SSB/HF net sponsored by the Ottawa Valley Mobile Radio Club and is conducted  
every Sunday at 10:00 hours on 3.760 MHz. All amateurs are welcome to check in. 
 
The POT-LID CW Net is an informal slow-speed CW net sponsored and conducted by Ed Morgan, VE3GX, and 
meets every Sunday, except during July and August, at 11:00 hours on 3.620 MHz, to promote interest in CW and 
CW procedures. 
 
The QCWA CHAPTER 70 Net meets every Thursday evening at 20:00 hours  on repeater VE3TEL, 147.03 You 
do not have to be a QCWA member to participate. 
 

The Ottawa Valley VHF/UHF SSB Net is sponsored by the West Carleton ARC. Look for it every Tuesday night 
(except the first Tuesday of the month) around 21:00 on 144.250, (listening on 50.150, 432.150, 222.150 and 
1296.100  as well.) Horizontal polarization is encouraged although vertical will work 

Voice   (VHF)       146.94/146.34   100Hz output tone 
           (UHF)         443.300/448.300 

VE3ATV Amateur Fast Scan Television Repeater 
Video/audio beacon & input 439.25 MHz (audio sub. 443.75) 
Video/Audio output 914 MHz (FM) 

IRLP  Node 2040   146.94/146.34  (VE2CRA/VE3RC) 
                                (Code 411 for info) (Code 204 for activity) 
                                     (Code 88 for time) 
For further information please contact the Repeater Chair. 
 
Note:  The IRLP link not connected to ECHOLINK. Please do not try 
to connect using the alpha keys on your keypad. It just confuses the 
operator. 
 
Note: The IRLP link is disabled during the Capital City Net each 
Monday. It is disabled from 2000 to 2145  Mondays except for May to 
August when the link is disabled from 2000 to 2020.    

Dec 2004 

Please support your 
 local radio organisations. 

They support you!  

The Ottawa Amateur Radio Club 
bulletin “Groundwave” is 
published and distributed to club 
members by mail. Publication 
dates may vary but it is hoped 
that the bulletin arrives at its  
destination before the events 
listed in it have expired. The 
bulletin is not published for July 
and August when meetings do not 
occur. Every effort is made to 
provide accurate information in 
the bulletin, however we are all 
human and mistakes can be 
made.  The OARC accepts no 
responsibility for any damages 
that may result from this. The 
opinions expressed in  this 
bulletin are  only those of  the  
author. 

VE3TEN 

Tuning in the beacon so 
that it makes sense 
requires you tune to 
28.175 on cw and read 
the tone that is there . 
The spaces between the 
elements are the higher 
tone. If that doesn’t 
work, tune to 28.175.28 
on lower sideband for 
better results.  

Articles may be submitted for use 
in this publication provided that 
they portray events or activities 
that promote Amateur Radio. 
Letters and comments are also 
welcome. Submissions may be 
made by mail addressed to the 
Editor care of the OARC, or by e-
mail to “ve3igj@rac.ca”. 
Deadline for submissions occurs 
on the last Monday of the month 
preceding any regular meeting of 
the OARC. 
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Minutes of November General Meeting 

Meeting was called to order at 19:35 by Diane, 
VA3DB.  Guests were Robert Montreuil (no call) and 
Werner Zarth (no call).  Brief description of effort by 
executive to discuss training new hams through closer 
interaction with OVMRC. Volunteers asked for train-
ing effort.  Dave, VE3TLY, introduced the substitute 
presentation for the night (as a guest had to bow out at 
the last minute due to illness) a video on spark gap 
transmitters, etc. This was very well received.  Diane, 
VA3DB, mentioned Jack Belrose had done a paper on 
the sounds of spark. (http://www.
hammondmuseumofradio.org/spark.html). 

Before break announcements included: George 
VE3BNO described the proposed club participation in 
the upcoming RAC Canada Winter Contest. A signup 
sheet was passed around.  Sydney VE3GVI talked 
about the Christmas net on VE3TWO 9:30 Christmas 
Day.  Coffee break.  Minutes of last meeting were 
moved to be accepted by Croft Taylor, seconded by 
Mike, VE3FFK.  Quick membership report by Ernie - 
64 people by the end of the meeting.  Most interesting 
contacts - VE3NPC, VE3URL, VA3DB, VE3TLY. 
Some aurora contacts were made by VE3NPC, 
VE3URL, VA3DB.  

VE3TLY had 1st 6m contact with VE7SL (off Van-
couver Island). 

50/50 draw (drawn by Werner) was won by Clare 
VE3NPC $20. 

VA3DB moved meeting be adjourned, VE3URL sec-
onded, and  agreed by all (as they moved to the door) 
approximately at 9:30pm. 

Minutes taken by Bryan, VE3ZRK. 

If you have been wondering where the IRLP node 
has gone, wonder no more. It is right here beside me. 
It works just fine except that it won't decode any 
tones. Since it depends on these tones to connect to 
nodes I guess it isn't much use. I am in the process of 
investigating the problem and expect the IRLP node 
to be back up in a few more days. 

Stay tuned. 

Contest Calendar December 
 
ARCI Topband Sprint 0000Z Dec 2 
Aktivitetstest CW/SSB/FM 1700Z Dec 2 
ARRL 160-Meter Contest 2200Z Dec 3 
TARA RTTY Melee   RTTY  0000Z Dec 4 
Wake-Up! QRP Sprint 0400Z Dec 4 
TOPS Activity Contest 3.5 MHz CW 1800Z Dec 4 
CIS DX Contest CW 0000Z Dec 5 
ARCI Holiday Spirits Homebrew 2000Z Dec 5 
ARS Spartan Sprint 0200Z Dec 7 
28 MHz SWL-Contest CW/SSB 0000Z Dec 11 
ARRL 10-Meter Contest 0000Z Dec 11 
Fall NA Meteor Scatter Rally 0000Z Dec 11 
Great Colorado Snowshoe Run 0200Z Dec 11 
Månadstest nr 12 SSB 1400Z Dec 12 
Månadstest nr 12 CW  1515Z Dec 12 
AGB PARTY Contest CW/SSB/DIGI 1700Z Dec 17 
Russian 160-Meter Contest 2100Z Dec 17 
MDXA PSK DeathMatch PSK 0000Z Dec 18 
OK DX RTTY Contest RTTY 0000Z Dec 18 
RAC Winter Contest 0000Z Dec 18 
Croatian CW Contest CW 1400Z Dec 18 
Stew Perry Topband Challenge 1500Z Dec 18 
International Naval Contest 1600Z Dec 18 
SSA Jultest (1) CW 0700Z Dec 25 
RAEM Contest 0200Z Dec 26 
SSA Jultest (2) CW 0700Z Dec 26 
DARC Christmas Contest 0830Z Dec 26 
SARTG New Year RTTY 0800Z Jan 1 
AGCW Happy New Year 0900Z Jan 1 
Original QRP 1500Z Jan 1 
AGCW VHF/UHF 1600Z Jan 1 and 1900Z Jan 1 
 

IRLP News 
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Well, I guess I really blew that deadline, didn't I?  With 
any luck this will get smoother as the Groundwave 
moves along.  I may be a week late for the November 
edition, but I choose to think of this column as being in 
the editor's hands three weeks early for the HO HO HO 
edition.  

Congratulations to all those who helped make the 
QCWA convention the success it was.  Get into a circle  
and pat yourselves on the back(s). 

By the time this hits print, the comment period for 
changes to the HF access structure will have closed.  
Now we have to wait and see if the no-coders will be 
joining the know-coders on the big waves.  I cringe 
when I think of some of 'em getting on to 20m and 
sharing their ignorance with the rest of our planet.  On 
the other hand, I cringe when I listen to some of our 
"fully qualified" hams up there now, so nothing new 
there. Do you know somebody who got their new Basic 
ticket back in '90 or '91 and planned to wait around for 
the year or so before the department got around to giv-
ing them H.F. privileges?  Are they still waiting 
around?Enough of that. 

Since I last typed to you, we have had the Simulated 
Emergency Test.  It was a pretty low key event around 
here, with just a few check ins, and just enough traffic 
passed to our neighbouring ARES groups to blow the 
dust off a few links that hadn't been tested too recently.  
We didn't do the big call out list and take everybody 
away from a Saturday that they wanted to spend raking 
leaves and cleaning eavestroughing.  Come to think of 
it, maybe we should have called.  Hmm, put up storm 
windows or spend the day on the radio, tough choice. 

Another bit of radio activity around here was the Lan-
ark Highlands Car Rally.  This one was an overnight 
event, with the first cars getting underway at around 
20:30 or so, and returning a bit before sunrise.  I got to 
play net control again.  This time I had some help, 
thanks to MGY and GWS.  They did most of the radio 
end of things, while I spent most of the time logging.  
The logging was on a computer this time, a bit of a 

Mk’s Words 

change  

for me.  I'm not convinced it is always the best way 
to go, but it worked OK.  Another thing that was 
new to me was the Lanark ARES trailer we used as 
the net control station.  It was a nice change to be 
able to arrive at the net control site and find shelter, 
a radio already tuned, installed and hooked to bat-
teries, a generator, and an antenna.  It was nice to be 
able to just arrive, sit down and start operating with-
out any of the set up hassles that usually have to be 
done in a hurry before an event gets under way.   
Nice work so far, Lanark ARES.  The rally used the 
services of over twenty hams from all over.  There 
were 27 teams competing (27 at the start, somewhat 
fewer at the end) and some of them were hams as 
well, so it was necessary to watch what was said on 
the air.  It wouldn't do to accidentally give route in-
formation to radio equipped teams.  The rally com-
munity has made an effort over the last few years to 
increase its amateur membership, both by recruiting 
hams into their ranks, and by encouraging its rally 
members to get a Basic licence.  Some of them have 
done considerably more than that, and have gone on 
to become well rounded hams.  I don't know how 
well the hams that have gone in the other direction 
fare as rallyists.  If a ratio of twenty plus hams to 
twenty seven teams seems excessive, remember that 
rallys almost always take place in areas where cell 
phones, and often satellite phones, just plain don't 
work.  With rally skills varying from expert to nov-
ice and deer all over the road, there is a potential for 
big accidents at these events.  Half measures in 
communications won't do the job, so all of the 
checkpoints as well as the course opening car and 
sweep truck need to be able to move information 
about course conditions, missing teams and other 
mishaps up and down the course effectively.  That's 
what we are about.  I recommend you give it a try.  
I'm signing up for the Tall Pines out of Bancroft on 
November 20.  Hope to see you there. 

mk VE3FFK -- Forget about antennas, it's too early 
in the season for that. 
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Reminder 70 cm Is a Shared Band 

Just a reminder that amateurs have secondary status in 
the 70-cm band.  This means that we must accept inter-
ference from, and must not cause any interference to, 
any licensed primary users of the band.  The Industry 
Canada website http://sd.ic.gc.ca/engdoc/main.jsp con-
tains an interesting, searchable database of all licensed 
spectrum users.  If you are concerned about causing in-
terference to a licensed user on any band on which we 
as amateurs have secondary usage, or if you are just in-
terested in monitoring, then check this web site for a 
listing of licensed users. 

 

Extracted (and edited) from the November issue of the 
Feedline -Saskatoon Amateur Radio Club. 

 

 

While we are still speaking of noises, I am amused 
at the various sounds that seem to automatically 
emit from any modern-day Amateur band equip-
ment. Bleeps, squeals, chimes and the occasional 
toot seem to be the standard for indicating every 
phase  of tuning and operating the latest “Whiz-
Bang III” and not all of this cacophony has any 
meaning other than being self-serving and a little 
contrite. I don’t remember any cute audio prompt 
escaping from the Heathkit Apache transmitter 
unless you count the whistle that the power supply 
filter capacitors made when they failed. The white 
smoke was also a nice touch even though it of-
fended the sense of smell and made having the 
hamshack in the living quarters less than desirable. 
At least it didn’t squeak. 

I have suspected for some time that these noises are 
meant less to annoy us than to actually signal an 
event that would normally go unnoticed until the 
main fuse blew. Solid state devices can be noisy 
when they blow but this is the exception rather than 
the rule. A simple voltage regulator can self de-
struct with little fuss or muss until the unregulated 
voltage hits a component that is less forgiving than 
a vacuum tube. They either become open circuits or 
closed circuits when they blow. Very binary but 
quite predictable to those in the know. Most of us  
lack that sense of awareness with transistors, having 
become used to the red glow and the sudden bang 
of a tube imploding. If you listen very closely you 
can hear the faint “pop” of a transistor failing. A 
tube failing is not that subtle. 

Where is all this going? I was trained on tubes. My 
transition to the realm of the solid state device re-
sulted in boxes of blown transistors, triacs, diodes, 
and integrated circuits. Thankfully, I had someone 
who could provide me a steady supply of devices 
which I gleefully combined to produce all sorts of 
stuff that either didn’t work properly or at all. At 
least I persisted and eventually managed a truce of 
sorts between myself and modern day technology. I 
took this truce and applied it to my hamshack. 

Following the Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) Board 
of Directors regular monthly teleconfe r-
ence board meeting on November 23/04, 
the Chair is pleased to announce that, ef-
fective January 1, 2005, the following per-
sons will serve on the RAC Board of Di-
rectors to December 31 2006: 

Ed Fraser VE7EF        - Pacific/Yukon Region 

Bj Madsen VE5FX     - Midwest Region 

Ben Price VE3CDA  - Ontario North/East Region 

Dave Goodwin VO1AU         - Atlantic Region 

Joel Weder, VE6VOX, Olds, AB, has been appointed 
by the RAC Board of Directors to serve as Interim Di-
rector for the Alberta/Northwest Territories/Nunavut 
Region pending a formal call for nominations in the 
January-February 2005 issue of  TCA magazine. 

DC to Green Light 
Snap! Pow! Bang!  
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After many years of owning second or third hand 
equipment which needed to be patched and repaired be-
fore use, I decided to equip myself with the latest gear. 
I was dissuaded from this course of action by the size 
of my bank account when compared to the latest and 
greatest equipment. And so, I returned to the realm of 
the used equipment store. Fleamarkets, swap shops, and 
eBay  is almost the promised land when it comes to 
equipping a shack. I didn’t have that when I started out. 
Back in the 60’s you equipped a station with gear that 
somebody else was about to throw out. Most of the 
equipment was easy to fix even if parts were hard to 
come by. In some cases you waited a full year so you 
could re-equip yourself at the next auction or fleamar-
ket. Or you scrounged from fellow hams. Today you 
just log on to eBay and buy it. So much for homebrew. 
At the last Hamfest I managed to latch onto a pretty 
good deal and acquired a new transceiver with some ac-
cessories. I then went about acquiring as many other 
accessories as I could. What I ended up with was a sta-
tion capable of every mode on every band from 160 to 
70 cm. It looked really good too. It was, however, un-
able to work unless I erected some antennas. In good 
amateur form I strung a G5RV from the top of the 
house to the end of my neighbor's fence. I had obtained 
her consent so all was proper.  Everything worked too. 
At least it worked as configured but in the case of the 
VHF transceiver it lacked one or two options. One was 
the CW filter and the other was the battery backup for 
the VFO. I obtained the filter and battery and proceeded 
to dismantle the rig. I’m not happy doing this because I 
have to work on it in my living room since my shack 
isn’t built yet. I have my trusty illuminated work light 
cantilevered over the work area and I am ready to roll. 

My first mistake was assuming that this operation 
would be simple. It wasn’t. Taking apart my Heath DX-
40 consisted of unscrewing four screws and pulling the 
cabinet off the chassis. Two minutes. This transceiver, 
however, was far more complex. It even had a section 
in the instruction book on how to take the beast out of 
the cabinet. Six screws in the top cover, five in the bot-
tom cover, four for the front panel, one for the control 
module and two connectors for boards attached to the 
top cover. Then, if you followed the manual, you turn 
over the rig, undo four more screws and nine connec-

tors, turn over the circuit board, and solder in the 
filter. If you were sick with a head cold, tired or 
otherwise less than well, you failed to notice the 
section where it says “Turn the transceiver on its 
back” and proceeded to do open heart surgery on a 
patient with no need for it. It didn’t help that the 
drawing of the correct board from the bottom was 
similar to the one installed on the top, so I pro-
ceeded to take out the wrong board. Four screws 
and ten connectors later, I discover that this isn’t the 
board. Must be the one buried beneath the first one, 
so I extract this one as well. Four more screws and 
ten more connectors later I make the discovery that 
I am doing something wrong. Reconstructing the 
assembly means re- fitting all the connectors and 
screws in reverse order. Like re-packing a suitcase I 
discover that it doesn’t all fit where it was and I 
have two screws left after closing everything up. In-
stalling the filter took three minutes when I finally 
figured out what I had done wrong.  

Now the battery. A simple lithium battery the size 
of a quarter is installed on a circuit board just be-
hind the front panel. Four screws and eight connec-
tors later I discover that the battery  is soldered to 
the board! I cut a battery holder out of an old com-
puter motherboard and, after taking the old battery 
out, I solder this thing to the board. The new battery 
fits in the holder but just barely. I re-assemble the 
whole mess and plug it in.  My first hint of a bad 
scene showed up when I noticed that there was now 
no digital frequency display on the dial. While ob-
serving this, I hear a faint “pop”. Not good! I 
quickly shut the thing down and start evaluating the 
situation. Faint “pops” are not welcome sounds. A 
loud bang makes a statement. A “pop” is an opin-
ion. I don’t need opinions. I disassemble the whole 
thing again and, finding nothing wrong. I re-
assemble it. Nothing burnt. Oh! I now see the tiny 
two pin connector that powers the display. Now the 
display works. “Pop”! I shut it down and retire to 
the TV room to think things out. Only the HF rig is 
on now. It has worked flawlessly since I got it. 
“Pop”!  Frustrated, I turn off everything and just sit 
there staring at the fabulous looking equipment. 
”Pop”!? I tighten the joints on the lamp and the 
“pop” does not return. I prefer a bang!  

Cary, VE3EV 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL 
 

Ottawa Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Box 8873 Ottawa, Ontario K1G 3J2 

 
O Renewal    O New   O New Ham (FREE if licensed in current membership year) 
O Single ($25 ($20 after 1 Feb)   O Family ($30)       O Junior ($15)  
Add $5.00 if you wish to have your Groundwave mailed to you.  
(Please note:  membership year is 1 September to 31 August)                                  
 
Family Name:__________________________   First Name/Initials: ______________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________ Prov: ____________ Postal Code: ___________ 

Home Phone: _______________ Work Phone: ________________ ext ________ 

E-mail address: __________________@______________________________ (For Groundwave mailing) 

Callsign(s): |_____________| |_____________| |_____________|  Fax: _________________ 
Qualifications:      O   Basic        O     Advanced       O   Grandfathered                                  

O  5 wpm        O   12 wpm                Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Other Family Members 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:       O   Basic       O     Advanced        O  Grandfathered   

O  5 wpm     O   12 wpm                               Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:        O   Basic       O    Advanced         O  Grandfathered   

O  5 wpm      O   12 wpm                              Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Name: _______________________   Callsign(s): |___________| |___________| |___________|  
Qualifications:         O   Basic       O   Advanced          O  Grandfathered   

O   5 wpm     O    12 wpm                            Year Licenced:       __________ 
 
Interests: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments/Suggestions: _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Mailed Copy   O      Emailed PDF Copy  O       
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TS-480SAT $1,999.00 + tax.   

TS-480HX $2,199.00 + tax.  


